The faith of Rahab and God’s character
Some Sabbaths ago in giving a presentation I mentioned that I have a contrary view to the view that has been mentioned many times that Rahab in her actions lied. Since then two brethren have come to me on the matter. One disagreeing with me the other asking for more explanation. Since they may be others I will in this portion of time provide the basis for my present understanding. 

In providing the basis for my present understanding i will draw from the lesser light and the greater light. Abraham’s experience in Gen 22 we may also find instructive in this matter.
The marvelous providences connected with Israel's deliverance from Egyptian bondage and with their occupancy of the Promised Land led many of the heathen to recognize the God of Israel as the Supreme Ruler. "The Egyptians shall know," had been the promise, "that I am the Lord, when I stretch forth Mine hand upon Egypt, and bring out the children of Israel from among them." Exodus 7:5. Even proud Pharaoh was constrained to acknowledge Jehovah's power. "Go, serve the Lord," he urged Moses and Aaron, "and bless me also." Exodus 12:31, 32.  {PK 369.1}  

     The advancing hosts of Israel found that knowledge of the mighty workings of the God of the Hebrews had gone before them, and that some among the heathen were learning that He alone was the true God  {PK 369.2} 

  Let us review this passage of scripture concerning the matter.
The time had now come for the hardened inhabitants of Jericho to be dispossessed of the land and plans were now underway.

(Jos 2:1)  And Joshua the son of Nun sent out of Shittim two men to spy secretly, saying, Go view the land, even Jericho. And they went, and came into an harlot's house, named Rahab, and lodged there. (Was she still practicing harlotry at this time?) (Why did they pick this house?) were they guided to Rahab?
(Jos 2:2)  And it was told the king of Jericho, saying, Behold, there came men in hither to night of the children of Israel to search out the country.

(Jos 2:3)  And the king of Jericho sent unto Rahab, saying, Bring forth the men that are come to thee, which are entered into thine house: for they be come to search out all the country.

(Jos 2:4)  And the woman took the two men, and hid them, and said thus, There came men unto me, but I wist not whence they were:
(Jos 2:5)  And it came to pass about the time of shutting of the gate, when it was dark, that the men went out: whither the men went I wot not: pursue after them quickly; for ye shall overtake them.

(Jos 2:6)  But she had brought them up to the roof of the house, and hid them with the stalks of flax, which she had laid in order upon the roof.

(Jos 2:7)  And the men pursued after them the way to Jordan unto the fords: and as soon as they which pursued after them were gone out, they shut the gate.

(Jos 2:8)  And before they were laid down, she came up unto them upon the roof;

(Jos 2:9)  And she said unto the men, I know that the LORD hath given you the land, and that your terror is fallen upon us, and that all the inhabitants of the land faint because of you.

(Jos 2:10)  For we have heard how the LORD dried up the water of the Red sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed.

(Jos 2:11)  And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you: for the LORD your God, he is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath. 
A measure of faith exercised by Rahab multiplied and produced works.
The inhabitants of the city, terrified and suspicious, were constantly on the alert, and the messengers were in great danger. They were, however, preserved by Rahab, a woman of Jericho, at the peril of her own life. In return for her kindness they gave her a promise of protection when the city should be taken.--PP 482 (1890).{DG 35.4}
The spies returned in safety with the tidings, "Truly the Lord hath delivered into our hands all the land; for even all the inhabitants of the country do faint because of us." It had been declared to them in Jericho, "We have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you, when ye came out of Egypt; and what ye did unto the two kings of the Amorites, that were on the other side Jordan, Sihon and Og, whom ye utterly destroyed. And as soon as we had heard these things, our hearts did melt, neither did there remain any more courage in any man, because of you: for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath."  {PP 483.1}  

Centuries after the exodus the priests of the Philistines reminded their people of the plagues of Egypt, and warned them against resisting the God of Israel.  {PP 369.1}
In Joshua 6: verses 1 -20 the plan and the advance of the host of Israel is outlined. In verses 22 to 25 we are
 informed of the deliverance and saving of Rahab and her family.

     (Jos 6:25)  And Joshua saved Rahab the harlot alive, and her father's household, and all that she had; and she dwelleth in Israel even unto this day; because she hid the messengers, which Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. Was her family saved by Rahab’s faith or did they believe also?
All the inhabitants of the city [Jericho], with every living thing that it contained, "both man and woman, young and old, and ox, and sheep, and ass," were put to the sword. Only faithful Rahab, with her household, was spared, in fulfillment of the promise of the spies. The city itself was burned.--PP 491 (1890).{DG 36.3}
Now I want bring to view how Abraham exercise of faith which produced works according to scriptural testimony and the scriptural testimony of Rahaab’s action also.
Gen 22: 1-2, 9-12
(Gen 22:1)  And it came to pass after these things, that God did prove Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham; and he said, Here am I.

(Gen 22:2)  And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son, whom thou lovest, even Isaac, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt-offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.

 (Gen 22:9)  And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built the altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar, upon the wood.

(Gen 22:10)  And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son.

(Gen 22:11)  And the angel of Jehovah called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I.

(Gen 22:12)  And he said, Lay not thy hand upon the lad, neither do thou anything unto him; for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son, from me.

    James writes of Abraham and says, (James 2:21-24)"Was not Abraham our father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only". 
In order for man to be justified by faith, faith must reach a point where it will control the affections and impulses of the heart; and it is by obedience that faith itself is made perfect.  {FW 100.2} 

The so-called faith that does not work by love and purify the soul will not justify any man. "Ye see," says the apostle, "how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only." James 2:24. Abraham believed God. How do we know that he believed? His works testified to the character of his faith, and his faith was accounted to him for righteousness. We need the faith of Abraham in our day, to lighten the darkness that gathers around us, shutting out the sweet sunlight of God's love, and dwarfing spiritual growth. Our faith should be prolific of good works; for faith without works is dead. {FLB 115.7} 

Joseph accusing his brothers falsely. Gen 42 v 7-14, 19, 20,23.
And what of Rahab? Did she not believe God?

Now to the testimony of the bible on Rahab. (Heb 11:31)  By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she had received the spies with peace.

She was a believer and had entered God’s and was not scared but at peace.

(Jas 2:25)  Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had received the messengers, and had sent them out another way?
  “In wicked Jericho the testimony of a heathen woman was, "The Lord your God, He is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath." Joshua 2:11. The knowledge of Jehovah that had thus come to her, proved her salvation. By faith "Rahab perished not with them that believed not." Hebrews 11:31. And her conversion was not an isolated case of God's mercy toward idolaters who acknowledged His divine authority. In the midst of the land a numerous people--the Gibeonites--renounced their heathenism and united with Israel, sharing in the blessings of the covenant.  {PK 369.2}  
To all the world the gospel invitation was to be given. Through the teaching of the sacrificial service, Christ was to be uplifted before the nations, and all who would look unto him should live. All who, like Rahab the Canaanite and Ruth the Moabitess, turned from idolatry to the worship of the true God, were to unite themselves with his chosen people. As the numbers of Israel increased, they were to enlarge their borders, until their kingdom should embrace the world.  {RH, January 25, 1906 par. 4}
God understands the needs of humanity. He knows what we desire before we ask him. He sees the soul's conflict with doubt and temptation. He marks the sincerity of the suppliant. If the heart is afflicted, if the spirit is humble before God, he marks it. He will accept the humiliation and affliction of soul, and will reward according to the purity of the motives that prompted the action.  {ST, December 3, 1896 par. 11}
When I take the thoughts of Ellen white in reference to Rahab, Rahab’s own confessions and acts of faith as recorded in Joshua with the other scriptural conclusions of Hebrews and James I conclude that God did not count her actions as sin not because she didn’t know any better but her actions were counted by God as actions of faith because they were actions of faith being made perfect by works even as Abraham’s actions were.  
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