The simplicity of true faith - Part 4
Intelligent saving faith — Required now

"Then spake Jesus again unto them, saying, I am the light of the world; he that followeth me shall not walk in
darkness, but shall have the light of life." John 8:12.

This eternal truth stated by Christ once received nurtures and establishes intelligent faith. How? Following
Christ can only be accomplished by faith. And that means an intelligent saving faith which hears God’s voice
surrenders and obey him.

(Joh 1:9)  7hat was the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world.
(Joh 12:46) I am come a light into the world, that whosoever believeth on me should not abide in darkness.

This again presents the thought of intelligent faith. A faith resting in obedience to God’s way and word.
Intelligent faith not only profess to believe the truth but in confidence is able to define what you believe, and
say why you believe what you believe. Intelligent faith must have a foundation. That foundation is built on
God's promises.

And God gives conditions to all His promises. Intelligent faith then is a working or doing faith. A faith which
produces obedience. A faith laden with faith filled works. A faith which readily obeys God’s word.

We are told in (Mat 7:21) Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven. Intelligent faith does the will of God.
Further in (Mat 7:24) Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them, I will liken him
unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock:

(Mat 7:25) And the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house; and it

fell not: for it was founded upon a rock.

Jesus is the rock on which the promises of God are founded.

Faith filled works will keep us, and make us successful in the work of perfecting Christian character.

The apostle said in (2Th 3:10) For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would

not work, neither should he eat. Laziness is not a virtue and is not condoned by the scriptures. Further he is

saying physical food is not procured by inactivity and slothfulness. Hence the apostle must be suggesting that

spiritual meat and life cannot be had without faith filled efforts to obtain it. Intelligent faith must be exercised.
“Genuine faith will show definite results in the character, and will exert a controlling influence over the

thoughts of the heart, and the affairs of the life. It will lead its possessor to practice the principles of his belief.
.. Says the apostle, "Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves." It is the doing

of the words and works of Christ that testifies to the saving qualities of your faith. {ST, March 30, 1888 par.

We need, during this week of (camp) prayer, to come to God in confidence. We must put away the darkness
that would interpose between our souls and God. We must cultivate petfect trust in God, and make him our
counselor. His love must be cultivated in the heart. Thanksgiving and praise should be offered to God. He
wants the whole mind. "Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord."
God's word is full of assurances of what he will do for us if we will come to him and ask in faith. Faith is
essential. It surrounds the soul with the atmosphere that pervades heaven. This is the rest that Christ has
promised to all who come to him. {RH, October 18, 1898 par. 12}

“Are there any here who feel rich, and increased with goods, and in need of nothing? Are there any here who

feel whole, and do not realize their need of a physician? They must fall upon the Rock and be broken, or the
Rock will fall upon them, and crush them to powder. Why cannot we take hold of the righteousness of Christ
this very day? There are many of you who profess to believe the present truth, but do you believe in Christ as
your personal Saviour? You may have a nominal faith, just such a faith as the people had who crowded about

Jesus in the streets of Judea, but this faith will not connect you with him. You need a faith similar to the faith



of the poor woman who had been diseased for many years. She had sought help from the physicians, but her
disease grew worse and worse. She heard of Christ, and her faith went out to him. She believed that if she could
only touch the hem of his garment she would be made whole. (oh a faith that works.) Christ understood the

longing of her heart; he understands the desire of every heart that is drawn out after him, and he responds to it.

This poor woman who yearned after help improved her first opportunity to come into the presence of Jesus,

The multitude were all about him, but she pressed through the crowd, until she could touch his garment, and
that moment she was healed. Christ realized that virtue had gone out of him. The woman had felt her desperate
need, and her faith had made her whole. (I say intelligent faith, the simplicity of true faith)_So it will be with

very one of you who go in your need to Jesus and lay hold upon him by living faith, Christ asked who touched
h1m His disciples were astonished that he should ask such a question when he was surrounded by a great
multitude. They said, "Thou seest the multitude thronging thee, and sayest thou, Who touched me?" But Jesus
knew that somebody had touched him with no casual touch, but with the touch of faith. A longing soul had
reached out to him for help which no one but he could give. Jesus said, "I perceive that virtue has gone out
from me. And he looked around about to see her that had done this thing," and when the woman knew she was
not hid, she acknowledged the good work that had been wrought in her. She told the story of her suffering and
her hopeless condition, and her act of faith in touching his garment. He said unto her, "Daughter, thy faith hath
made thee whole." {ST, June 10, 1889 par. 4}. That’s a connecting faith. The one we must have.

We ask you, brethren and sisters, to render to God offerings of thanksgiving for all his blessings

Brethren, if we will come to Christ by living faith, we may receive virtue from him. Thank God, there is an

abundant supply of grace in him. Jesus wants us to exercise simple faith, that we may have his virtue, If we will
ive the touch of faith, the light, the glory, and the power of God will be imparted unto us. You say that

you believe in Jesus, and we have a right to expect that your faith will manifest itself in works of righteousness.

The case of Noah an example of intelligent faith.

This is the word to Noah. (Gen 6:3) And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that
he also 75 flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.

(Gen 6:13) And God said unto Noah, The end of all flesh is come before me; for the earth is filled with
violence through them; and, behold, I will destroy them with the earth.

(Gen 6:17) And, behold, 1, even I, do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein 7s the
breath of life, from under heaven; 21 everything that zs in the earth shall die.

That was the word of God. And it required simple faith unto salvation or unbelief unto death. Which word will
you have?

“While there are many counterfeits of faith in the world, there is a genuine faith, and it is this faith which
works by love and purifies the soul. God in his providence set forth Noah as a representative of what true faith
would do. The Lord designed that Noah in his life and character should present before the antediluvian world a

marked example of the results of believing the word of God. He did not walk in sparks of his own kindling. He
obtained all his discernment, all his power, all his strength, from the source of all light; for he held communion
with God. It was because he had faith in God, because he was a man of prayer, that he was a man of power. He

kindled his taper at the divine altar, that he might be a light to the world. He had a message intrusted to him
from God. In his day there was so fearful a departure from God and his ways that hatred of God's law,
contempt of truth and righteousness, was well nigh world-wide. The wickedness of men was very great, yet
there was hope for them if they would turn from their wickedness, and the Lord made Noah his messenger to
proclaim to the inhabitants of the Old World their sins, and to set before them wherein they had provoked the
wrath of God. He told them what God proposed to do in the world. He declared to them the word of God.
"And the Lord said, My Spirit shall not always strive with man; for that he also is flesh. Yet his days shall be an
hundred and twenty years. . . . But Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord." {ST, April 18, 1895 par. 3}
(Joh 3:36) He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and he that believeth not the Son shall not see
life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.



“Noah had faith in God. His position was a trying one; he had to fight the good fight of faith at every step.
One hundred and twenty years of probation was granted to the inhabitants of the world, and Noah was to live
through that generation. Everything around him was in confusion. On all sides was sin and wickedness,
disregard of God and his holy law; but he was to live among men, and not be a partaker of their wicked works,
but to be an example of righteousness, and faith, and entire obedience to God. Amid world-wide contempt of
God, he was a faithful preacher of righteousness, exemplifying to the world what a man's life could be by
reposing confidence in the sure word of God, by rendering obedience to all his commandments. Nearly the
whole world was against Noah; yet there were many who had not had light in regard to the redemption that had
been promised to our first parents. The significance of the sacrificial offerings had been perverted, and they no
longer shadowed forth to the people the method of the atonement. {ST, April 18, 189S par. 6}

The message given by Noah, the building of that strange boat, called forth questions, just as God designed it
should, and excited the curiosity of the people. Crowds of people came from all parts of the world to see the
strange and wonderful structure, and heard the message of condemnation and the promise of deliverance. The
words that had been spoken to Adam were rehearsed,--that sin and Satan should not always triumph. There was
to be victory for those who feared God. When his voice was lifted in warning of what God was about to bring
upon the world in judgment because of the wickedness of men, great opposition was manifested against the
words of the messenger. The opposition, however, was not entirely world-wide; for some believed the message
of Noah, and zealously repeated the warning. But the men who were accounted wise were sought, and were
urged to present arguments by which the message of Noah might be counteracted. And as the world was at
peace and not at war with the prince of evil, they were glad of any excuse to set aside the "Thus saith the Lord"
and to listen to the philosophers of the age, who presented the impossibility of such a change taking place in the
forces of nature as Noah predicted. There is no enmity between fallen man and fallen angels; both are evil
through apostasy, and evil, wherever it exists, is in league against God. Fallen men and fallen angels were united
for the dethronement of God. {ST, April 18, 1895 par. 7}

Thus it was that the wise men of this world talked of science and the fixed laws of nature, and declared that
there could be no variation in these laws, and that this message of Noah could not possibly be true. The
talented men of Noah's time set themselves in league against God's will and purpose, and scorned the message
and the messenger that he had sent. When they could not move Noah from his firm and implicit trust in the
word of God, they pointed to him as a fanatic, as a ranting old man, full of superstition and madness. Thus
they condemned him because he would not be turned from his purpose by reasonings and theories of men. It
was true that Noah could not controvert their philosophies, or refute the claims of science so called; but he
could proclaim the word of God; for he knew it contained the infinite wisdom of the Creator, and, as he
sounded it everywhere, it lost none of its force and reality because men of the world treated him with ridicule
and contempt. {ST, April 18, 1895 par. 8}

Noah did not mix the soft, pleasing deceptions of Satan with his message. . ... God means that men shall not
only love him, but that his fear shall be in their hearts. Noah's faith was mingled with fear; for it is written that
Noah, being warned of God, moved with fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his house, His faith intensified
his fear; for it was no cowardly fear that moved him. He dared not suppress the words of God for fear of men,
or withhold his message in dread of the consequences that might result because of the opposition and hate of
the wicked and unbelieving about him. He knew the power of God, and realized that God would fulfill his
word. His fear of God did not separate him from God, but served to draw him closer to him, and to lead him
to pour out his soul in earnest supplication. There were many who at first received Noah's message, but the fear
of men was greater than the fear of God, and they turned away from the truth of God to believe a lie. As time
passed on, and reproach and ridicule were heaped upon them, their hearts failed them, and they did not bear the
test. It is the testing time that will measure professed faith and assurance in God. Courage and integrity cannot
be estimated rightly by men until the day of trial puts them to the test. {ST, April 18, 1895 par. 9}

“The long-suffering God bore with the inhabitants of the Old World one hundred and twenty years, but his
patience, his long forbearance, was made an excuse for indifference and impenitence and abuse of his
providences. No soul is ever deserted of God, given up to his own ways and doings, forsaken of heaven, as Iong



as there is the least hope of his salvation. God follows men with entreaties, with warnings of danger, with
assurances of compassion, until it is sure that further opportunities and privﬂeges would be Whoﬂy in vain.
Noah's light was to shine forth for one hundred and twenty years amid the moral darkness of people who were
encompassed within a certain limit of years. Under Noah's direction his carpenters built an ark, and they were
impressed day by day with the unwavering faith, the unswerving integrity, of the messenger of God. Every blow
of the hammer, every advance that was made, was a warning to the world of the flood that swept away the

unbelieving and ungodly. Noah's faith was a working faith; it was a saving faith that moved him with fear, and
led him to act in accordance with the word of God. This is the quality of faith that will save the soul. Is it

ours?
the Gospel is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; but it is a part of the Gospel to
warn the sinner of the doom that awaits the unbelieving and unrepentant soul. The love of God has been
manifested in the gift of his dear Son to the world, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life; but, while salvation is promised on condition of faith in God's Son, condemnation is
pronounced upon those that believe not. "He that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God
abideth on him." God has indescribable love for the sinner, but he declares, "The soul that sinneth, it shall die."
{ST, April 18, 1895 par. 10}

God'’s testimony concerning Noah and the simplicity of the true faith which he exercised unto salvation was
written for us.

It is written in (Gen 6:18) But with thee will I establish my covenant; and thou shalt come into the ark, thou,
and thy sons, and thy wife, and thy sons' wives with thee.

(Gen 6:22)_Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did he.” How did he accomplish all
that God commanded? By faith.

The Lord promises a blessing to those who do his commandments, and declares that they shall enter in
through the gates into the city, and shall have a right to the tree of life. But when God issues a command, he

means that we shall obey him. OQur circumstances, our surroundings, our financial prospects, are not to be

considered in the matter, or made an excuse; for he will give strenoth to every one who sets about in sincerity to
fulfill his word, because it is God that has spoken. {ST, April 18, 1895 par. 11}

By living faith we may grasp the hand of Infinite Power. We may be so connected with the God of Heaven

that his grace may be found sufficient in every emergency of life. Says the prophet, "Five of you shall chase an
hundred, and an hundred of you shall put ten thousand to flight." {ST, June 10, 1889 par. 3}
“I said: Why do you not grasp the promises? Seek first to know God. Search the Scriptures. Feed on the words
of Christ, which are spirit and life. Then your knowledge will grow. Study your Bibles. Study not the
philosophy contained in many books, but study the philosophy of the word of the living God. Compared with
this, other literature is of little consequence. Do not fill your minds with so many things that are cheap and
unsatisfying. In the word of God is spread before you the richest banquet. This is the Lord's table, abundantly
provided, whereof you may eat and be satisfied. {RH, October 18, 1898 par. 11}

Yours in the simplicity of true faith.
P L Blackman.
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