Spiritual gifts, the third angel and the revelation of Jesus.
                                                     Lecture 4
                                 Spiritual gifts brings spiritual efficiency 
A study of the twelfth chapter of Romans would be of profit to us. It is a sermon by the apostle Paul, written for our instruction (MS 50, 1903).
The work of God cannot be accomplish by human efficiency but only by divine efficiency. In this study it is my hope that through the heavenly agency to see from the scriptures that the only source of the efficiency needed for the third angel’s message to go with power must be the efficiency must be God imparted. 
First let us turn to 2Co 4:5  For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus' sake.  2Co 4:7  But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness of the power may be of God, and not from ourselves; 
2Co 3:5  Not that we are sufficient of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God;  2Co 3:5  There is nothing in us that allows us to claim that we are capable of doing this work. The capacity we have comes from God;
(Mar 16:17)  And these signs shall accompany them that believe: in my name shall they cast out demons; they shall speak with new tongues; (Mar 16:18)  they shall take up serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall in no wise hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.  (Mar 16:20)  And they went forth, and preached everywhere, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word by the signs that followed. Amen.
“Through the gift of the Holy Spirit the disciples were to receive a marvelous power. Their testimony was to be confirmed by signs and wonders. Miracles would be wrought, not only by the apostles, but by those who received their message. Jesus said, "In My name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues  {DA 821.2}  
The above passages clearly indicate that the work of God can only be accomplished through the impartation of the spiritual gifts of and by the Holy Spirit. This impartation gives God’s servants all that is needed for every circumstance that arise in the work of God. Whether it be patience, courage, boldness, increase faith or power to speak God’s word.   We shall therefore draw on a few passages of scripture which bring to view examples which demonstrate this truth. Peter and john had healed a man and was brought before the high priest who inquired by what power were they operating. The scriptures declares that peter responded with a boldness that was stunning. This stunning boldness was not of Peter himself. The scriptures declare the source. Acts 4 v 8. After further examination of Peter and John they let them go. The disciples then went back to their fellow believers and related the whole matter to them. What did they do next? They acknowledged that all that was achieved then and what would be achieved in the future was not of themselves but of God by his Spirit. Verses 29 – 31.
Spiritual filling up gives spiritual efficiency indeed. And what an efficiency to behold.
This word of testimony follows in Acts 5: 12, 13, 15 – 16. That’s the living power and presence of God and goodness and mercy flows to humanity.
Some time afterward the apostle Peter was travelling and ministering and he visited the brethren at lydda. While there God empowered him and the gift of healing was manifested through Peter and brought blessings to those in need and Glory to God as the source of all good and their happiness. Acts 9: 32 – 42. 
The apostle Paul visited Ephesus and meet some brethren who had received the baptism of John, he remained there a few months proclaiming the Gospel. He baptized these brethren and immediately they receive the gift to speak in other languages. Paul remained there for a further 2 years proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus. He had to meet the idolatrous inhabitants of Ephesus while there and needed divine power which is promised to all of God’s servant in every situation. Acts 19: 11 - 12
Inspiration comments thus, “Paul was brought in direct contact with the idolatrous inhabitants of Ephesus, the power of God was strikingly displayed through him. The apostles were not always able to work miracles at will. The Lord granted His servants this special power as the progress of His cause or the honor of His name required. Like Moses and Aaron at the court of Pharaoh, the apostle had now to maintain the truth against the lying wonders of the magicians; hence the miracles he wrought were of a different character from those which he had heretofore performed. As the hem of Christ's garment had communicated healing power to her who sought relief by the touch of faith, so on this occasion, garments were made the means of cure to all that believed; "diseases departed from them, and evil spirits went out of them." Yet these miracles gave no encouragement to blind superstition. When Jesus felt the touch of the suffering woman, He exclaimed, "Virtue is gone out of me." So the Scripture declares that the Lord wrought miracles by the hand of Paul, and that the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified, and not the name of Paul (LP 135).
Now paul confirms the source of his efficiency. Rom 15:15)  But I write the more boldly unto you in some measure, as putting you again in remembrance, because of the grace that was given me of God, (Rom 15:16)  that I should be a minister of Christ Jesus unto the Gentiles, ministering the gospel of God, that the offering up of the Gentiles might be made acceptable, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. (Rom 15:17)  I have therefore my glorying in Christ Jesus in things pertaining to God. (Rom 15:18)  For I will not dare to speak of any things save those which Christ wrought through me, for the obedience of the Gentiles, by word and deed,(Rom 15:19)  in the power of signs and wonders, in the power of the Holy Spirit; so that from Jerusalem, and round about even unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ;
  “Learning, talents, eloquence, every natural or acquired endowment, may be possessed; but without the presence of the Spirit of God, no heart will be touched, no sinner won to Christ. When His disciples are connected with Christ, when the gifts of the Spirit are theirs, even the poorest and most ignorant of them will have a power that will tell upon hearts. God makes them the channel for the outworking of the highest influence in the universe.  {ST, March 15, 1910 par. 9} 
    Many who are seeking efficiency for the exalted work of God by perfecting their education in the schools of men will find that they have failed of learning the more important lessons. By neglecting to submit themselves to the impressions of the Holy Spirit, by not living in obedience to all God's requirements, their spiritual efficiency has become weakened; they have lost what ability they had to do successful work for the Lord. Absenting themselves from the school of Christ, they have forgotten the sound of the Teacher's voice, and He cannot direct their course.  {CT 410.1} Solemn indeed. 
     Men may acquire all the knowledge possible to be imparted by the human teacher, but God requires of them still greater wisdom. Like Moses, they must learn meekness, lowliness of heart, and distrust of self. Our Saviour Himself, when bearing the test for humanity, acknowledged that of Himself He could do nothing. We also must learn that there is no strength in humanity alone. Man becomes efficient only by becoming partaker of the divine nature.  {CT 410.2} 
     "All diligence" means much. It means a daily diligence. There is danger that we shall be blind in regard to the working of satanic agencies, and that we shall be ensnared by Satan's alluring temptations. Therefore the word comes to us, "Giving all diligence," add to your character the graces that will make you strong to resist evil. "He that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off." He does not realize his spiritual poverty [2 Peter 1:10, 11 quoted] (Letter 144, 1903).  {7BC 943.8}  
 "And to temperance patience." An intemperate man never can be a patient man. Temperance comes first, and then patience (MS 49, 1894).
By healing in His name the diseases of the body, they would testify to His power for the healing of the soul. Matthew 4:23; 9:6. And a new endowment was now promised. The disciples were to preach among other nations, and they would receive power to speak other tongues. The apostles and their associates were unlettered men, yet through the outpouring of the Spirit on the day of Pentecost, their speech, whether in their own or a foreign language, became pure, simple, and accurate, both in word and in accent.  {DA 821.4}That efficiency is promised to us. It is ours brethren let us just accept it even now. 
However large may be a man's claim to knowledge and wisdom, unless he is under the teaching of the Holy Spirit he is exceedingly ignorant of spiritual things. He needs to realize his danger and his inefficiency, and to place entire dependence upon the One who alone is able to keep the souls committed to His trust, able to imbue them with His Spirit, and to fill them with unselfish love for one another, thus enabling them to bear witness that God has sent His Son into the world to save sinners. Those who are truly converted will press together in Christian unity. Let there be no division in the church of God, no unwise authority exercised over those who accept the truth. The meekness of Christ is to appear in all that is said and done.  {9T 146.3}  
We are looking for the second coming of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. We are not only to believe that the end of all things is at hand. We are to be filled with the spirit of Christ's advent, that when the Lord comes, He may find us ready to meet Him, whether we are working in the field, or building a house, or preaching the Word; ready to say, "Lo, this is our God; we have waited for Him, and He will save us" (Isaiah 25:9).-- Letter 25, 1902, p. 7. (To Those in Positions of Responsibility in the Southern Field, Feb. 5, 1902.)
 (Joh 14:31) but that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave me commandment, even so I do. Arise, let us go hence.
Yours in the reception of the Spirit and the gifts
P L Blackman
6/8/2026
