Truth for The Final Generation
Divine Hour Message

Revival “The Need of the Hour”

Scripture Reading:
2 Corinthians 13: 5, Romans 12:1-2

Introduction:

A revival of true godliness among us is the greatest and most urgent of all our needs. To
seek this should be our first work. There must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing of the
Lord, not because God is not willing to bestow His blessing upon us, but because we are
unprepared to receive it. Our heavenly Father is more willing to give His Holy Spirit to them
that ask Him, than are earthly parents to give good gifts to their children. But it is our work, by
confession, humiliation, repentance, and earnest prayer, to fulfill the conditions upon which
God has promised to grant us His blessing. A revival need be expected only in answer to
prayer. (Review and Herald March 22nd, 1887 par. 1)

What is Genuine Revival?

Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as
a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not
conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
(Romans 12:1-2 NIV)

Revival signifies a renewal of spiritual life, a quickening of the powers of mind and heart, a
resurrection from spiritual death. (Review and Herald, February 24th, 1902)

The Early Advent Experience

The testimony of the prophecies which seemed to point to the coming of Christ in the spring
of 1844 took deep hold of the minds of the people. As the message went from State to
State, there was everywhere awakened widespread interest. Many were convicted that the
arguments from the prophetic periods were correct, and, sacrificing their pride of opinion, they
joyfully received the truth. Some ministers laid aside their sectarian views and feelings, left

their salaries and their churches, and united in proclaiming the coming of Jesus.

There were comparatively few ministers, however, who would accept this message; therefore
it was largely committed to humble laymen. Farmers left their fields, mechanics their tools,
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traders their merchandise, professional men their positions; and yet the number of workers

was small in comparison with the work to be accomplished.

The condition of an ungodly church and a world lying in wickedness burdened the souls of the
true watchmen, and they willingly endured toil, privation, and suffering, that they might call
men to repentance unto salvation. Though opposed by Satan, the work went steadily forward,
and the Advent truth was accepted by many thousands. Everywhere the searching testimony
was heard, warning sinners, both worldlings and church-members, to flee from the wrath to
come. Like John the Baptist, the forerunner of Christ, the preachers laid the ax at the root of

the tree, and urged all to bring forth fruit meet for repentance.

Their stirring appeals were in marked contrast to the assurances of peace and safety that were
heard from popular pulpits; and wherever the message was given, it moved the people. The
simple, direct testimony of the Scriptures, set home by the power of the Holy Spirit, brought
a weight of conviction which few were able wholly to resist. Professors of religion were roused
from their false security. They saw their backslidings, their worldliness and unbelief, their pride
and selfishness. Many sought the Lord with repentance and humiliation. The affections that
had so long clung to earthly things they now fixed upon Heaven. The Spirit of God rested upon
them, and with hearts softened and subdued they joined to sound the cry, “Fear God, and

give glory to him; for the hour of his Judgment is come”

Sinners inquired with weeping, “What must | do to be saved?” Those whose lives had been
marked with dishonesty were anxious to make restitution. Allwho found peace in Christ longed
to see others share the blessing. The hearts of parents were turned to their children, and the
hearts of children to their parents. The barriers of pride and reserve were swept away. Heart-
felt confessions were made, and the members of the household labored for the salvation of
those who were nearest and dearest.

Often was heard the sound of earnest intercession. Everywhere were souls in deep anguish,
pleading with God. Many wrestled all night in prayer for the assurance that their sins were
pardoned, or for the conversion of their relatives or neighbors. (GC88 368.2-369.1)

Our Present Need
Notice the statement says that it “..is the most urgent of ALL our needs. (Review and Herald
March 22", 1887 par. 1)” What does this imply? We have needs but this one is primary. Why?

The third angel’s message announces:

6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach

unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people,

7 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is
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come: and worship him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters.
(Revelation 14:6-7)

The everlasting gospel message, the opening of the Judgment of God in 1844 and the revival of the
truths lost sight of during the dark ages all pointed to a time of unparalleled significance.

The Third Angel’s movement stalled and God sent the message to revive the slumbering church. Since

then the tarrying time has resulted in all kinds of theological and other problems.

Time to Seek the Lord

12Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy; break up your fallow ground: for it is time to
seek the Lord, till he come and rain righteousness upon you. (Hosea 10:12)

"For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and not of evil,
to give you an expected end."* Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and

I will hearken unto you."” And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all
your heart. (Jeremiah 28:11-13)

Usually in crises are the people of God quick to return to Him. The history of Israel showed that they
returned very often but their turning to God was not lasting. They did not seek God with “...all their

heart.”

... to pray in Christ’s name means much. It means that we are to accept His character, manifest
His spirit, and work His works. The Saviour’s promise is given on condition. “If ye love Me,” He
says, “keep My commandments.” He saves men, not in sin, but from sin; and those who love
Him will show their love by obedience. All true obedience comes from the heart. It was heart
work with Christ. And if we consent, He will so identify Himself with our thoughts and aims, so
blend our hearts and minds into conformity to His will, that when obeying Him we shall be but
carrying out our own impulses. The will, refined and sanctified, will find its highest delight in
doing His service. When we know God as it is our privilege to know Him, our life will be a life of
continual obedience. Through an appreciation of the character of Christ, through communion
with God, sin will become hateful to us. (DA 668.2, 3)

God is More Willing to Give

?And I say unto you, Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be
opened unto you. '’ For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that
knocketh it shall be opened. ' If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father, will he give him
a stone? or if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? > Or if he shall ask an egg, will he
offer him a scorpion?  If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how
much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him? Luke 11:9-13)
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’ And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou
hast sent. (John 17:3)

# Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man glory
in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: ** But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he
understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the Lord. (Jeremiah 9:23, 24)

In Answer to Prayer

A revival need be expected only in answer to prayer. (Review and Herald March 22nd, 1887 par. 1)

The statement from the Spirit of Prophecy suggests that God’s people sense the need of a revival and
therefore pray according to God’s will for the fact that He has promised. How is this to be accomplished?

How are God’s people who are steeped in lukewarmness to arise from their stupor?

When Elijah confronted the prophets of baal on Mount Carmel the people were unable to answer or

discern the true God because of their long indulgence with idolatry.

2 And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How long halt ye between two opinions? if the
Lord be God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the people answered him not a word.
(1 Kings 18:21)

When the people saw the signal defeat of idolatry and the false prophets, scripture records:

* And when all the people saw it, they fell on their faces: and they said, The Lord, he is the God; the
Lord, he is the God. (1 Kings 18: 39)

There was still a work to be done.

Appeal

* For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor
things present, nor things to come, > Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38, 39)

Your Brother In Christ
Ryan G. Griffith
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