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Truth for The Final Generation

Divine Hour Message

Revival
“Only In Answer to Prayer”

Introduction:

A revival of true godliness among us is the 

greatest and most urgent of all our needs. 

To seek this should be our first work. There 

must be earnest effort to obtain the blessing 

of the Lord, not because God is not willing to 

bestow his blessing upon us, but because we 

are unprepared to receive it. 

Our Heavenly Father is more willing to give 

his Holy Spirit to them that ask him, than 

are earthly parents to give good gifts to their 

children. But it is our work, by confession, 

humiliation, repentance, and earnest prayer, 

to fulfill the conditions upon which God has 

promised to grant us his blessing. 

A revival need be expected only in answer to 

prayer. 

While the people are so destitute of God’s Holy 

Spirit, they cannot appreciate the preaching of 

the word; but when the Spirit’s power touches 

their hearts, then the discourses given will not 

be without effect. 

Guided by the teachings of God’s word, with 

the manifestation of his Spirit, in the exercise 

of sound discretion, those who attend our 

meetings will gain a precious experience, and 

returning home will be prepared to exert a 

healthful influence. (RH March 22nd 1887 par 

1.)

The Urgency is Rapidly Increasing 

12  Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye 
that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters 
of the earth and of the sea! for the devil 
is come down unto you, having great 
wrath, because he knoweth that he hath 
but a short time. (Revelation 12:12) 

Christ did not yield up His life till He had 

accomplished the work which He came to do, 

and with His parting breath He exclaimed, 

“It is finished.” John 19:30. The battle had 

been won. His right hand and His holy arm 

had gotten Him the victory. As a Conqueror 

He planted His banner on the eternal heights. 

Was there not joy among the angels? All 

heaven triumphed in the Saviour’s victory. 

Satan was defeated, and knew that his 

kingdom was lost. (Desire of Ages 758.1)

Fast forward 2000 years after the cross and it can 
be seen that satan has been successful in diverting 
God’s remnant people from their first work. 
Remember satan knows his time is short and he 
was defeated and his kingdom is lost!

What Then is Our Work?

Our Heavenly Father is more willing to give 

his Holy Spirit to them that ask him, than 

are earthly parents to give good gifts to their 

Scripture Reading:
James 5:16 and 1 john 1:9
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children. But it is our work, by confession, 

humiliation, repentance, and earnest prayer, 

to fulfill the conditions upon which God has 

promised to grant us his blessing. 

God’s blessings are conditional and the reason is 
clearly stated that the fault is not with the giver but 
with the recipient.

Confession, Humiliation and Repentance

If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord will 
not hear me: Psalms 66:18

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:9

But in repenting of sin we need not go into a 

cell, as did Luther, imposing penances upon 

ourselves to expiate our iniquity, thinking 

by so doing to gain the favor of God. The 

question is asked: “Shall I give my firstborn for 

my transgression, the fruit of my body for the 

sin of my soul? He hath shewed thee, O man, 

what is good; and what doth the Lord require 

of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, 

and to walk humbly with thy God?” (Micah 

6:7, 8). The psalmist says, “A broken and a 

contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise” 

(Psalm 51:17). John writes, “If we confess our 

sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 

sins” (1 John 1:9). The only reason that we 

have not remission of sin is that we have 

not acknowledged to Him whom we have 

wounded by our transgressions, whom we 

have pierced by our sins, that we are at fault, 

and in need of mercy. The confession that is 

the outpouring of the inmost soul will find its 

way to the heart of infinite pity; for the Lord 

is nigh unto him that is of a broken heart, and 

saveth such as be of a contrite spirit. 

Confession will not be acceptable to God 

without sincere repentance and reformation. 

There must be decided changes in the life; 

everything offensive to God must be put 

away. This will be the result of genuine sorrow 

for sin. The work that we have to do on our 

part is plainly set before us: “Wash you, make 

you clean; put away the evil of your doings 

from before Mine eyes; cease to do evil; 

learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the 

oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the 

widow.” Isaiah 1:16, 17. “If the wicked restore the 

pledge, give again that he had robbed, walk 

in the statutes of life, without committing 

iniquity; he shall surely live, he shall not die.” 

Ezekiel 33:15. Paul says, speaking of the work 

of repentance: “Ye sorrowed after a godly sort, 

what carefulness it wrought in you, yea, what 

clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, 

yea, what fear, yea, what vehement desire, 

yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things 

ye have approved yourselves to be clear in 

this matter.” 2 Corinthians 7:11. 

When sin has deadened the moral perceptions, 

the wrongdoer does not discern the defects 

of his character nor realize the enormity of the 

evil he has committed; and unless he yields 

to the convicting power of the Holy Spirit he 

remains in partial blindness to his sin. His 

confessions are not sincere and in earnest. To 

every acknowledgment of his guilt he adds an 

apology in excuse of his course, declaring that 

if it had not been for certain circumstances he 

would not have done this or that for which he 

is reproved. Steps to Christ 39, 40 par 1

How mistaken are those who imagine that 

confession of sin will detract from their 

dignity, and lessen their influence among 

their fellow men. Clinging to this erroneous 

idea, though seeing their faults, many fail to 

confess them, but rather pass by the wrongs 

they have done others, so embittering their 

own lives, and shadowing the lives of others. 
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It will not hurt your dignity to confess your 

sins. Away with this false dignity. Fall on the 

Rock and be broken, and Christ will give you 

the true and heavenly dignity. Let not pride, 

self-esteem, or self-righteousness keep 

anyone from confessing his sin, that he may 

claim the promise. “He that covereth his sins 

shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and 

forsaketh them shall have mercy” (Proverbs 

28:13). Keep nothing back from God, and 

neglect not the confession of your faults to 

your brethren. “Confess your faults one to 

another, and pray one for another, that ye 

may be healed” (James 5:16). Many a sin is 

left unconfessed to confront the sinner in the 

day of final account; better far to confront 

your sins now, to confess them and put them 

away, while the atoning Sacrifice pleads in 

your behalf. 

Do not fail to learn the will of God on this 

subject. The health of your soul and the 

salvation of others depends upon the course 

you pursue in this matter. “Humble yourselves 

therefore under the mighty hand of God, that 

he may exalt you in due time: casting all your 

care upon him: for he careth for you” (1 Peter 

5:6, 7). The humble and broken heart can 

appreciate something of the love of God and 

the cross of Calvary. Ample will be the blessing 

experienced by him who meets the condition 

by which he may become a partaker of the 

favor of God. 1 Selected Messages Book 1 326 

par. 1, 2

Earnest Prayer

Prayer is the opening of the heart to God 

as to a friend. Not that it is necessary in 

order to make known to God what we are, 

but in order to enable us to receive Him. 

Prayer does not bring God down to us, but 

brings us up to Him. Steps to Christ 93.2

Confess your faults one to another, and pray 
one for another, that ye may be healed. The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much. James 5:16

In his night of anguish beside the Jabbok, 

when destruction seemed just before him, 

Jacob had been taught how vain is the help 

of man, how groundless is all trust in human 

power. He saw that his only help must come 

from Him against whom he had so grievously 

sinned. Helpless and unworthy, he pleaded 

God’s promise of mercy to the repentant 

sinner. That promise was his assurance that 

God would pardon and accept him. Sooner 

might heaven and earth pass than that word 

could fail; and it was this that sustained him 

through that fearful conflict. 

Had not Jacob previously repented of his sin 

in obtaining the birthright by fraud, God could 

not have heard his prayer and mercifully 

preserved his life. So in the time of trouble, 

if the people of God had unconfessed sins to 

appear before them while tortured with fear 

and anguish, they would be overwhelmed; 

despair would cut off their faith, and they 

could not have confidence to plead with God 

for deliverance. But while they have a deep 

sense of their unworthiness, they will have 

no concealed wrongs to reveal. Their sins will 

have been blotted out by the atoning blood 

of Christ, and they cannot bring them to 

remembrance. Satan leads many to believe 

that God will overlook their unfaithfulness in 

the minor affairs of life; but the Lord shows in 

His dealing with Jacob that He can in no wise 

sanction or tolerate evil. 

All who endeavor to excuse or conceal their 

sins, and permit them to remain upon 

the books of heaven, unconfessed and 

unforgiven, will be overcome by Satan. The 

more exalted their profession, and the more 
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honorable the position which they hold, the 

more grievous is their course in the sight of 

God, and the more certain the triumph of the 

great adversary. 

Yet Jacob’s history is an assurance that God 

will not cast off those who have been betrayed 

into sin, but who have returned unto Him 

with true repentance. It was by self-surrender 

and confiding faith that Jacob gained what 

he had failed to gain by conflict in his own 

strength. God thus taught His servant that 

divine power and grace alone could give him 

the blessing he craved. Thus it will be with 

those who live in the last days. As dangers 

surround them, and despair seizes upon 

the soul, they must depend solely upon the 

merits of the atonement. We can do nothing 

of ourselves. In all our helpless unworthiness 

we must trust in the merits of the crucified 

and risen Saviour. None will ever perish while 

they do this. The long, black catalogue of our 

delinquencies is before the eye of the Infinite. 

The register is complete; none of our offenses 

are forgotten. But He who listened to the cries 

of His servants of old, will hear the prayer of 

faith and pardon our transgressions. He has 

promised, and He will fulfill His word. Jacob 

prevailed because he was persevering and 

determined. 

His experience testifies to the power of 

importunate prayer. It is now that we are 

to learn this lesson of prevailing prayer, of 

unyielding faith. The greatest victories to the 

church of Christ or to the individual Christian 

are not those that are gained by talent or 

education, by wealth or the favor of men. 

They are those victories that are gained in the 

audience chamber with God, when earnest, 

agonizing faith lays hold upon the mighty 

arm of power. 

Those who are unwilling to forsake every sin 

and to seek earnestly for God’s blessing, will 

not obtain it. But all who will lay hold of God’s 

promises as did Jacob, and be as earnest 

and persevering as he was, will succeed as 

he succeeded. “Shall not God avenge His 

own elect, which cry day and night unto Him, 

though He bear long with them? I tell you that 

He will avenge them speedily.” Luke 18:7, 8.

Expect Revival in Answer to Prayer

When the conditions of the promises of God are met 
we can be fully assured that God will fulfil His word 
to us and therefore expect the promised blessing.  
 
In the Anti-typical Day of atonement when the 
great work of blotting out of sin is going forward 
none need be ignorant of these important issues in 
the word of God. Satan is defeated, His kingdom is 
lost and God is more willing to give than we are to 
receive therefore ask!

Appeal

1  Now about that time Herod the king 
stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the 
church. 2 And he killed James the brother of 
John with the sword. 3 And because he saw it 
pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take 
Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened 
bread.) 4  And when he had apprehended 
him, he put him in prison, and delivered him 
to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; 
intending after Easter to bring him forth 
to the people. 5 Peter therefore was kept in 
prison: but prayer was made without ceasing 
of the church unto God for him. Acts 12:1-5

Yours in the work of Revival
Elder Ryan Griffith
Sabbath 20th April 2024


