Spiritual gifts, the third angel and the revelation of Jesus.
Lecture 1
Receiving the Spirit and receiving the spiritual gifts of the Spirit
 In these lectures it is my intention to bring to the mind the immense divine treasures given to us by the bestowal of the Holy Spirit and the impartation of the spiritual gifts of and by the Spirit. It is my hope that in this study and so in all the other studies in this camp we get the thought of God from His word.
 Now, concerning what you wrote about the gifts from the Holy Spirit. I want you to know the truth about them, my friends. 1Co 12:1 That is a present word from Christ to every one of us at the present time. And it must be thought upon now and continuously by those upon whom the ends of the world are come. From this scripture we have some assurance that we can have a correct knowledge of the gifts and God’s purpose for equipping his people with spiritual gifts and what he intends to accomplish through them and all his messengers in these final days of earth’s history in the finishing of the mystery of Godliness.
The aged apostle John writing under inspiration very close to A D 100 gave this message for then and now.
  Little children, it is the last hour: and as ye heard that antichrist cometh, even now have there arisen many antichrists; whereby we know that it is the last hour. (1Jn 2:18)
Indeed we are in the last season of time. Let us therefore be reminded that we are indeed in the last time. Inspiration gives this word, “We have now come to the last days of the work of the third angel's message, when Satan will work with increasing power because he knows that his time is short. At the same time there will come to us through the gifts of the Holy Spirit, diversities of operations in the outpouring of the Spirit. This is the time of the latter rain. Manuscript Releases Volume Nine -CN- 742A
The gift of the Holy Spirit is the Holy Spirit bestowed: the gifts of the Holy Spirit are gifts imparted by the Holy Spirit, which has been bestowed. After His resurrection Jesus appeared to His disciples to comfort them and bless them. They were exceedingly happy to see Jesus. After he had showed them his hands and feet these words are recorded in John 20.  Jesus therefore said to them again, Peace be unto you: as the Father hath sent me, even so send I you. (Joh 20:21  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Spirit: (Joh 20:22) “Jesus is waiting to breathe upon all His disciples, and give them the inspiration of His sanctifying Spirit, and transfuse the vital influence from Himself to His people. He would have them understand that henceforth they cannot serve two masters. Their lives cannot be divided. Christ is to live in His human agents, and work through their faculties, and act through their capabilities. Their will must be submitted to His will, they must act with His Spirit that it may be no more they that live, but Christ that liveth in them. Jesus is seeking to impress upon them the thought that in giving His Holy Spirit He is giving to them the glory which the Father has given Him, that He and His people may be one in God. Our way and will must be in submission to God's will, knowing that it is holy, just, and good.--Signs of the Times, Oct. 3, 1892. {YRP 26.4}And when Christ ascended and the Holy Spirit was bestowed on his church and the spiritual gifts were imparted to his church we have this testimony of scripture left on record for us in this last hour of time. 
 The apostle Peter on the day of Pentecost the Holy Spirit being bestowed upon him and hence being endowed with many spiritual gifts including the gift of the interpretation of prophecy was empowered to speak. Indeed the words of Isaiah were fulfilled on him.  “And the Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.” (Isa. 11:2).
The gift of the Holy Spirit, therefore, is the bestowal of the disposition and character of the Lord; it is the bestowal of wisdom, of understanding, or counsel, of might, of knowledge, and of the fear of the Lord, upon all who receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.
(Act 2:1)  And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  (Act 2:2)  And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. (Act 2:3)  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them. (Act 2:4)  And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.
And then after the bestowal of the Holy Spirit the apostle spoke the following words, “But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and spake forth unto them, saying, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and give ear unto my words.  For these are not drunken, as ye suppose; seeing it is but the third hour of the day; but this is that which hath been spoken through the prophet Joel:   And it shall be in the last days, saith God, I will pour forth of my Spirit upon all flesh: And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, And your young men shall see visions, And your old men shall dream dreams: Yea and on my servants and on my handmaidens in those days Will I pour forth of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. (Act 2: 14 -18) 
I am sure you are familiar with the term, “the seven spirits of God,” written in revelation 3 v 1, 4 v 5 and 5 v 6 and signifies the fullness, the completeness, of the Spirit of God. In other words, it represents the full and complete manifestation of the Holy Spirit in all His characteristics and in all phases of the diversities of His operations.
Christ had promised them this outpouring would come when he returned to his father in glory. And before he ascended he gave this command and promise to all his disciples found in Matt.28, 18-20. "All power is given unto me in Heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you, and lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen." This high commission relates to the gospel, to faith, to baptism, to salvation, and to spiritual gifts.
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. Acts 1:8.  This promise like all other promises are sure to his believing church on earth. When Christ ascended he bestowed The Spirit on his disciples and on his church. This was necessary for the perfecting or complete furnishing of his people to edification and sanctification, to the perfect keeping of the commandments of God and power to carry the gospel of Christ to the ends of the earth.
Now consider this strait word from the pen of inspiration given for this very moment when the spiritual gift manifested through Ellen White is being rejected and maligned, “There are some occupying positions of responsibility who have had little experience in the working of the Holy Spirit. They do not appreciate the light in warnings, reproofs, and encouragement given to the church in these last days, because their hearts and minds have not been receiving the Spirit of divine grace. These persons are disposed to conceal the fact that in connection with the work of the third angel's message the Lord through the Spirit of prophecy has been communicating to His people a knowledge of His will. They think that the truth will be received more readily if this fact is not made prominent. But this is mere human reasoning. The very fact that this light coming to the people is not presented as having originated with human minds will make an impression upon a large class who believe that the gifts of the Spirit are to be manifested in the church in the last days. The attention of many will thus be arrested, and they will be convicted and converted. Many will thus be impressed who would not otherwise be reached. Miscellaneous collections.1888  E G White materials, Chapter 103 {1888 808.4}
   “We have only one channel of approach to God. Our prayers can come to Him through one name only--that of the Lord Jesus our Advocate. His Spirit must inspire our petitions. No strange fire was to be used in the censers that were waved before God in the sanctuary. So the Lord Himself must kindle in our hearts the burning desire, if our prayers are acceptable to Him. The Holy Spirit within must make intercessions for us, with groanings that cannot be uttered. {YRP 27.2}  -Review and Herald, Feb. 9, 1897
     In the twelve disciples the leaven of truth was hidden by the Great Teacher. These disciples were to be the instruments in God's hands for revealing truth to the world. Divine power was given them; for a risen Saviour breathed on them, saying, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost." Imbued with this Spirit, they went forth to witness for the truth. And so God desires His servants to go forth today with the message He has given them. But till they receive the Holy Spirit, they cannot bear this message with power. Till they receive the Spirit, they cannot realize what God can do through them.--Review and Herald, June 10, 1902.
What greater thing could be promised? What more is necessary to awaken a response in every soul, to inspire us with a longing for the great gift? Shall not our halfhearted supplications be turned into petitions of intense desire for this great blessing? {YRP 284.4}  
You see brethren there is the word of faith and instruction in James (Jas 1:6)  But let him ask in faith, nothing doubting: for he that doubteth is like the surge of the sea driven by the wind and tossed.
(Jas 1:7)  For let not that man think that he shall receive anything of the Lord;
(Jas 1:8)  a doubleminded man, unstable in all his ways.
  Singleness of heart and purpose is needed now and all the time and every time. Let’s do it.
 Inspiration speaks, “We do not ask for enough of the good things God has promised. If we would reach up higher and expect more, our petitions would reveal the quickening influence that comes to every soul who asks with the full expectation of being heard and answered. The Lord is not glorified by the tame supplications which show that nothing is expected. He desires everyone who believes to approach the throne of grace with earnestness and assurance.--Signs of the Times, Aug. 7, 1901. Being filled with the Spirit our vision is unlimited you can see beyond Orion. Even into glory.
It was so with Stephen. “But he, being full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God” Acts 6:7; 7:55. What a thought! What an opportunity! What a sight. Receive the Holy Spirit and be sent by God and divine works follow. Act 8:17  Then Peter and John placed their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. 
And being carried by the Holy Spirit you will meet someone longing to receive Jesus and truth as it is in Jesus. This is the word in (Act 8:29) The Holy Spirit said to Philip, "Go over to that carriage and stay close to it." (Act 8:30)  Philip ran over and heard him reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. He asked him, "Do you understand what you are reading?"
Then there will be the “Sauls” and God will send them to you for instruction and you will speak God’s word to them. Here is that word to every Saul who meets Jesus unexpectedly. “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” “Then the churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit they were multiplied” (Acts 9:1, 17, 31). (Acts 10:44).
 Oh may the Lord prepare us; oh may we receive the Spirit. This is the testimony given of Barnabas being filled with the Spirit. “For he was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord” (Acts 11: 24)
With the consecrated worker for God, in whatever place he may be, the Holy Spirit abides. The words spoken to the disciples are spoken also to us. The Comforter is ours as well as theirs. The Spirit furnishes the strength that sustains striving, wrestling souls in every emergency, amidst the hatred of the world, and the realization of their own failures and mistakes. In sorrow and affliction, when the outlook seems dark and the future perplexing, and we feel helpless and alone,--these are the times when, in answer to the prayer of faith, the Holy Spirit brings comfort to the heart.  {AA 51.1} Have you and I power? If not, you know why: it is because the Holy Spirit has not come upon you and I. As we close this study let us think on these words of surrender. “For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake. Seeing it is God, that said, Light shall shine out of darkness, who shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding greatness of the power may be of God, and not from ourselves; 2Co 4:5-7 Have you ever believed? “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?” (Acts 19:2)
"Thus saith the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and His Maker, Ask Me of things to come concerning My sons, and concerning the work of My hands command ye Me. I have made the earth, and created man upon it. I, even My hands, have stretched out the heavens, and all their host have I commanded." This is the Word of the Lord, which is Yea and Amen. Then let your prayers be more fervent, more heavily weighted with faith and hope. Let the intensity of your desire be proportionate to the value of the object you wish to obtain.  {ST, August 7, 1901 par. 10}The greatness of the gift and our need of it should fill us with a hungering desire for it.  {ST, August 7, 1901 par. 11}
Yours in the reception of the Spirit and the gifts
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Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return

Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return,
And come with singing unto Zion;
And everlasting joy shall be upon their head.

Therefore the redeemed of the Lord shall return,
And come with singing unto Zion;
And everlasting joy shall be upon their head.

They shall obtain gladness and joy;
And sorrow and mourning shall flee away.
(Repeat the first three lines)


