
PART I: 
THE GATHERING AGENCIES

Rev.16 brings to view the Seven Last Plagues, which are said to constitute the undiluted wrath of God poured out upon those who receive the mark of the beast (Rev. 14:9-11; 15:1; 16:1-21). The battle of Armageddon is introduced in Rev. 16:12-16, the passage which describes the sixth plague. Let us read it before proceeding any further.

“And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.

13
And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.

14
For they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

15
Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.

16
And he gathered them together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon.” Rev.16: 12-16.

It is important at the outset to identify:
(i) The agencies which gather “the kings of the earth and of the whole world” to the Battle, and

(ii) The means by which these kings are gathered.

This will help us to understand:
(a) The purpose for which they are gathered, and thus

(b) The nature of the warfare that is involved in the conflict.

     
We therefore note from verses 13 and 14 that the gathering is done by “three unclean spirits like frogs.” But, more importantly, we note that they “come out of the mouth of the dragon, and out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet.”

In other words, the spirits are here presented as emissaries, sent out by three entities symbolized as The Dragon, The Beast and The False Prophet. These are the real gathering agencies. Thus, our immediate task is to identify these agencies, and discover their purpose in seeking to gather together “the kings of the earth and of the whole world.” Everything will fall into place from there onwards. 

1.
The Dragon


Chapters 12 to 19 of Revelation (along with the first three verses of chapter 20) constitute what may be called the “Apocalyptic Warline”, presenting in mainly symbolic form the outline of the great conflict, or controversy, between Christ and Satan, touching on its origins in Heaven, highlighting some of the major events as it continued on Earth, and providing some important information on the final events.


It is in chapter 12, at the very start of this warline, that the dragon symbol is introduced, making war against Christ, whether on Earth or in Heaven, and persecuting God’s people (the Church) right up to the end of time.


Verse 9 of chapter 12 clearly informs us that the Dragon symbolizes Satan, the chief adversary of God and man, and the leader of the rebellion against God’s government in the great controversy.


Satan is in fact behind every attack against God, His truth and His Church here on Earth, so whichever agency he uses in his attacks (and there have been many, both religious and secular), there is a sense in which it can be said that the Dragon is carrying out the attack, as shown in Rev.12 and 13.


Thus, even though the Beast and the False Prophet are mentioned as separate entities in the evil triumvirate which gathers “the kings of the earth and of the whole world” to battle, these two are really in the employ of the Dragon.


But, while the dragon symbol applies primarily to Satan, it also has a secondary and, indeed, a tertiary application. 
In the secondary sense, the dragon symbol applies to the Roman Empire, sometimes called Pagan Rome (as distinct from Papal Rome, the papacy, which heads, and is representative of, the Roman Catholic organisation, and which succeeded the Roman Empire, and in many ways was the continuation of, and carried on the work of, that empire). In this context, it is to be noted that in Rev. 13:2 the dragon symbol is applied to the Roman Empire.

Now to the third or tertiary application of the dragon symbol: 

We’ve noted already that the Roman Empire was also called Pagan Rome. This was because Paganism was its prevailing religion. But Paganism, or Heathenism, is really Satan’s chief religious form, which he presents as his alternative to God’s true religion. And even though he has used other religious forms, including apostate Judaism and apostate Christianity, to persecute God’s true Church, Paganism, in its many forms, has been his main religious force. It will manifest itself in the last conflict in the form of Spiritism, also called Spiritualism, which is essentially the workings of fallen angels, spirit beings, aptly described in Rev. 16:14 as “the spirits of devils working miracles”. It will ultimately infiltrate, and be embraced by, the entities described as the Beast and the False Prophet. Paganism, in its end-time manifestation as Spiritualism, is the third application of the dragon symbol. It will be the main source of the miracle-working, unclean spirits which will go forth to deceive the whole world in the coming conflict.
2.
The Beast

The Beast in this prophecy is the one in Rev. 13 which the prophet John sees coming up out of the sea “having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon is heads the name of blasphemy.”

The narrative continues, 

“2 And the beast which I saw was like unto a leopard, and his feet were as the feet of a bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion: and the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and great authority.
3 And I saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadly wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast.
4 And they worshipped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshipped the beast, saying, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?
5 And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.
6 And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme his name, and his tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven.
7 And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.
8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
9 If any man have an ear, let him hear.
10 He that leadeth into captivity shall go into captivity: he that killeth with the sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the patience and the faith of the saints.” Rev. 13:2-10.
The first thing we want to note about this beast, apart from the fact that it comes up out of the sea, is that it has seven heads and ten horns.

These seven heads and ten horns are also seen on the Dragon in Rev. 12, and on a scarlet coloured beast in Rev. 17.  They are the same heads and horns, seen from different perspectives. In fact, they are, first and foremost, the heads and horns of the Dragon. But they are also the heads and horns of the Beast, which, as we shall see, is really a seven-phased system which has been employed by the Dragon, through the centuries, in his warfare against the work and people of God in the Earth. 

The second thing we want to note is that the beast is a composite beast – it is like a leopard, and has the feet of a bear, and the mouth of a lion. (v.2)

This description points us to the prophecies of Daniel, specifically Dan. 7, where we see four beasts coming up (note where from) out of the sea (just like the Beast of Rev. 13).  The first was (note) a lion, the second a bear, the third a leopard, and the fourth a dreadful, terrible creature (referred to in Rev. 13 as a dragon).

What we’re seeing here is that the beast of Rev. 13 contains elements of the beasts of Dan. 7.  This is instructive. The four beasts of Dan. 7 are, yes, individual beasts; but we are being shown in Rev. 13 that they are also parts of a larger, historical, beast, the system employed by the Dragon through the years. They are in fact four kingdoms, the great empires of Babylon (the lion), Medo-Persia (the bear), Greece (the leopard) and Rome (the dreadful, terrible beast), which are among the heads of the Beast, as we shall see, when we do a closer study of the seven heads. (We shall see the significance of the horns later).
The fact that these kingdoms are parts of a greater whole can be understood from Dan. 2, where they are combined into a single image made up of different metals.
A Closer Look at the Seven Heads 

It is in Rev. 17 we find the most detailed information about the heads. We begin by reading the first three verses.  

“And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon many waters:
2 With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the wine of her fornication.
3 So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.” Rev. 17:1-3.
We now skip to verses nine and ten, where the angel provides some important information about the seven heads.  

“And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.
10 And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a short space”. Rev 17:9, 10.
We’re seeing something very important here.  

In verse three the woman is sitting upon the beast.  In verse nine, however, she is sitting upon the heads.  What this shows is that the beast really exists in its heads.  It is composed of seven heads, and is manifested through these heads.  

As expected, interpretations abound concerning the identity of these heads.  For example, some expositors say they are seven popes, others say seven Roman Emperors, and still others say seven kingdoms or powers.  We’ll have to examine the evidence carefully, to discover the intent of the scriptures.

Mountains and Kings

After stating in verse nine that the seven heads are seven mountains, the angel goes on to state in verse ten, in the language of the King James Version, “And there are seven kings.” However, other translations, indeed the Greek text, indicate that a better rendition would be, “They are seven kings”, meaning that the seven heads are both mountains and kings. This understanding harmonises the interpretation process.

 
In symbolic language, both “mountains” and “kings” represent kingdoms.  (See Jer. 51:24, 25 and Dan. 2:34, 35, 44, 55 – mountains; and Dan. 7:17, 23, 24 – Kings).

From this we can understand that the seven heads are seven kingdoms or powers – and not popes or Roman Emperors.  

These kingdoms are important because of their historical impact on the work and people of God in the earth, in that they have been deployed by Satan, the dragon, in his age-long warfare against God’s people.  As the seven heads of the Dagon and the Beast, they constitute a seven-fold attack against the people and work of God.  

Our next task is to identify these kingdoms or powers.  And a key aspect of this task is to find out where they begin, i.e. which is the first kingdom.  In this quest, some important criteria must be met.

We have noted from Rev. 17:3 that when John saw the beast it was in the wilderness.  Further important information is provided in verses 8 and 10.  

We’re told in verse 8, 

“The beast that thou sawest was, and is not, and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit…”, also “the beast was, and is not, and yet is (or is to come)”.  

And we’re told in verse 10, about the seven heads/kingdoms, 

“Five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not yet come…”  

An important picture emerges from this evidence.  When John sees the beast, 

(i) He sees it from the perspective, and at the time, of its sixth head

(ii) The beast is in the wilderness, a place of obscurity or desolation
(iii) The beast was, and is not, and yet is (or is to come), and will ascend out of the bottomless pit.

Therefore, in our identification the seven heads/kingdoms, the explanation must meet this set of criteria. At the time of its sixth head, a situation must exist where it can be said that:

· The beast was/is in the wilderness

· The beast was, is not, and is to come, or ascend out of the bottomless pit.

We’ll see how this plays out.

In seeking to identify the kingdoms which correspond to the seven heads of the beast, we shall consider two options, one starting with Egypt, the other with Babylon.

Starting with Egypt

Some expositors suggest that the seven heads represent major persecuting powers since God first had a chosen people and an organised work on earth.  As such, they specify the following kingdoms/powers as the seven:

1) Egypt, 

2) Assyria, 

3) Babylon, 

4) Medo-Persia, 

5) Greece, 

6) The Roman Empire (also called Pagan Rome), and 

7) The papacy (Papal Rome).  

These expositors highlight the following attempts by the named powers either to annihilate God’s people, or to subjugate them, or to obliterate their distinctive religious character:  

1) Egypt at the Red Sea (Ex. 14:9-30)

2) Assyria under Sennacherib (Isa. 8:4-8; 36:1-5; 37:3-37)

3) Babylon during the Captivity (Jer. 39:9, 10; 52:13-15)

4) Persia under Haman (Esther 3:8, 9; 7:4; 9:1-6)

5) Greece under Antiochus Epiphanes (1 Macc. 1:20-64; 3:42; 4:14, 36-54)

6) Rome, in its persecution of both Jews and Christians (Dan. 8: 9-12, 24, 25; Matt. 24:15, 21; Luke 21:20-24; Rev. 2:10, 13), and 

7) The papacy throughout her history (Dan. 7:21-25; 8 24; 11:33, 35)

Also cited in favour of this view is the rationale that:

· John saw the beast at the time of the sixth head (five already fallen, one existing, one to come)

· John lived and wrote in the first century A.D.

· The sixth head must therefore be the power that ruled during the first century A.D.

· That power was Pagan Rome (the Roman Empire)

· The sixth power must therefore be Pagan Rome (as specified in the list presented above)

So, how does this interpretation fit the criteria established earlier?  It implies that:

(a) The beast was in the wilderness (obscurity, isolation) at the time of Pagan Rome

(b) The beast had been, was not, and was to return, at the time of Pagan Rome.

It is difficult to see how this could be so.  It just does not fit.  On the other hand, the option which begins with Babylon fits the criteria perfectly.

Starting at Babylon

According to the SDA Bible Commentary, expositors who favour this option see the seven heads as powers referred to in the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation.  They identify the first four heads as the four great empires mentioned in the prophecies of Dan. 2 and 7 (see also 8 and 11), the fifth as the little horn of Dan. 7 and 8 and the leopard-like beast of Rev. 13, the sixth as the beast from the bottomless pit depicted in Rev. 11:7, and the seventh as the two-horned beast of Rev. 13:11.

Based on the foregoing, the seven heads would be:

1. Babylon

2. Medo-Persia

3. Greece

4. Roman Empire (Pagan Rome)

5. The Papacy (Papal Rome)

6. Atheism

7. United States of America (U.S.A.)

We shall see how this interpretation fits the criteria.  

Reasons for starting at Babylon

We saw earlier that (a) the beast, as presented in Rev. 13, was a composite beast, having the appearance of a leopard, the feet of a bear, and the mouth of a lion and (b) these descriptions pointed us back to Dan. 7, where the prophet saw four beasts coming up out of the sea.  These were: a lion, a bear, a leopard, and a dreadful terrible beast.

According to the evidence, which is abundant, the lion symbolises Babylon, the bear Medo-Persia, the leopard Greece, and the dreadful terrible beast the Roman Empire.

This shows that:

1. In teaching us about the composite beast of Revelation, the Bible refers us to the individual kingdoms of Daniel, which began at Babylon, and not before.

2. The composite beast has attributes from the kingdoms presented in Daniel, starting with Babylon, but it has no attributes from any kingdoms that preceded Babylon.

This rules out kingdoms like Egypt and Assyria, and leads to the inevitable conclusion that the scriptures intend us to start the seven heads at Babylon, and proceed from there.

We have seen that the beast exists in its heads, and is manifested through its heads.  This also means that each head was/is the beast in its day, and in seeing that head, one would be seeing the beast at that time.

Thus, Babylon, the first head, was the beast in its day, and Medo-Persia, the second head, was the beast in its day, likewise with Greece, the third head, and the Roman Empire (Pagan Rome), the fourth head.  It follows therefore, that (a) the papacy (Papal Rome), which has been named as the fifth head, was also a manifestation of the beast, and the beast in its day, and (b) in seeing the papacy, one is actually seeing the beast of its (the papacy’s) day.

This is significant, for two particular reasons:

1. In Rev. 13, the beast is presented from the perspective of one of its heads.  Otherwise stated, what we are seeing presented as the beast in Rev. 13 is actually one of its heads, which was/is the beast, and the manifestation of the beast, in its day.  A careful examination of the relevant evidence indicates that this fifth head, the papacy (Papal Rome), is the head presented as the beast of Rev. 13.  

2. It is this understanding that helps us to pinpoint how starting the heads at Babylon meets the criteria of the beast being in the wilderness, etc at the time of the sixth head.

We shall now look at some evidence for these conclusions. 
The Little Horn of Daniel 7 is the Beast of Revelation 13 

We begin by listing some special characteristics which clearly match the Rev. 13 beast with the entity known as the Little Horn of Dan. 7.

Special characteristics of Rev. 13 beast:

· Upon his heads the name of blasphemy (V. 1)

· A mouth speaking great things (V.5)

· Power to continue 42 months (V. 5)

· Opened his mouth in blasphemy against God (V. 6)

· It was given to him to make war with the saints and overcome them (V. 7)

The Little Horn of Dan. 7- Introduction

In Dan. 7, the dreadful, terrible fourth beast, which symbolizes the Roman Empire, is presented as having ten horns. These horns symbolize the 10 major tribes among the hordes that overran the western portion of the empire starting in 376 A.D., and developed into the eventual nation-states of Europe. The ten most significant were:

1. The Alemanni (originated the German nation)
2. The Anglo-Saxons (English nation)

3. The Burgundians (Swiss nation)

4. The Franks (French nation)

5. The Heruli (No posterity)

6. The Lombardi (Italian Nation)

7. The Ostrogoths (No posterity)

8. The Suevi (Portuguese nation)

9. The Vandals (no posterity)

10. The Visigoths (Spanish nation)

As the prophet considered these horns, he saw “another little horn” come up among them. Concerning this horn it was said that:

· He was “diverse” from the others (V. 24)

· His “look was more stout than his fellows” (V. 20)

· He had eyes which were “like the eyes of a man” (V. 8, 20)

· Three of the original horns fell before him; it was also said that the three were plucked up by the roots, and that he subdued them (V. 8, 20, 24)

· He would “think to change time and laws” (V. 25)

Also, specifically with reference to his likeness to the beast of Rev 13:

· He had “a mouth speaking great things,” “that spoke very great things;” he spoke “great words” (V. 8, 11, 20)

· He would speak “great words against the Most High” (V. 25)

· He “made war with the saints and prevailed against them” (V. 21)

· He would “wear out the saints of the most high” (V.25)

· They would “be given into his hand until a time and times and a dividing of time” (V. 25).

These evidences matching the Little Horn with the Rev. 13 beast are clearly highlighted in the following table:

	Beast - Rev 13
	Little Horn - Dan 7

	· Was boastful and blasphemous
	· Was boastful and blasphemous

	· Had on “his heads the name of blasphemy” (v.1)
	· Had a mouth speaking “great things” (v.7) 

	· Had “a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies” (v. 5)
	· Had a mouth speaking “very great things” (v.20)

	· “Opened his mouth in blasphemy against God” (v.6)
	· Spoke “great words against the most High” (v.25)

	· Had power “to make war with the saints and… overcome them” (v.7)
	· “Made war with the Saints, and prevailed against them” (v. 21)

	
	· Wore out “the saints of the most High” (v.25)

	· Dominated for “forty and two months” (3 ½ prophetic years) (v.5)
	· Dominated for “a time and times and the dividing of time” (3 ½ prophetic years) (v.25) 


From the foregoing we see clearly that the Little Horn of Dan. 7 and the Beast of Rev. 13 are one and the same entity – that the scriptures intend us to understand that the Little Horn of Daniel 7 is the Beast as presented in Revelation 13. 
This same boastful, pompous entity is referred to in Dan. 8 as magnifying “himself against the Prince of the host” (V. 11), and magnifying “himself in his heart” (v. 25).
He is also described in Dan. 11, in the following words:

“And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvelous things against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done.” Dan. 11:36.
Actually, this description in Dan.11:36 (seen also v. 37) is the source for the Apostle Paul’s presentation of “that man of sin” in 2 Thess. 2
“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.

4  Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.” 2 Thess. 2:3, 4.
Next, as we compare the scriptural evidence with the historical evidence, it becomes clear that this entity is none other than the papacy, the head of the Roman Catholic organization, which rose to become the dominant force in the Western Roman Empire, after the reign of the emperors. 
The time-period described as “a time and times and the dividing of time” in Dan.7: 25 is in fact the same as the “forty and two months” in Rev. 13:5. It is also called “a thousand two hundred and three score days” in Rev. 12:6, and is actually presented, in one form or another, a total of seven times in the prophecies of Daniel and the Revelation. (See also Dan. 12:7; Rev. 11:2; Rev. 11:3; and Rev. 12:14). The period described constitutes three and a half prophetic years (of thirty days per month) or twelve hundred and sixty (1260) prophetic days, which represent 1260 calendar years (one day for a year. Num.14: 34; Ezek. 4:6).


In summary, then, we are looking for an entity which

· Fits the descriptions of the “Little Horn” of Dan. 7 and the “beast” of Rev. 13

· Succeeded the Roman Empire (in the process rooting out or eliminating three other “horns”)

· Dominated the scene for 1260 Calendar years

· Spoke great words of blasphemy against God. (See also 2 Thes. 2:3,4)

· Persecuted the saints of the Most High.

The historical record shows that only one power fits these descriptions and meets the specifications; and that is the Papacy (the Roman Catholic organization, also called Papal Rome).


This organization

(i) Inherited the seat, power, and authority vacated by the Roman emperors

(ii) In the process of establishing her authority and making her dominance secure, eliminated three of the ten tribes which had taken over the land area previously occupied by the western portion of the Roman Empire

(iii) Blasphemes against God by claiming that the Pope is the Vicar of Christ on Earth, and is in fact God on Earth

(iv) Persecuted, in her time of power, all who dared opposed her or held views contrary to her dogmas, including millions of true Christians who were made to pay for their faith with their blood

(v) Exercised dominance for 1260 years. 
The papacy became firmly established in the seat of power (vacated by the Roman Emperors) in 538 A.D. (when the last of the three tribes was “plucked up”) and reigned until 1798 – a period of 1260 years, variously symbolised in prophecy as “a time, times and a half a time (or the dividing of times)”, “forty and two months” or twelve hundred and sixty days.

According to the word of prophecy, the beast would receive a deadly wound, and this wound would be healed (Revelation 13: 3).

The deadly wound was inflicted in 1798, when the French General, Louis Alexandre Berthier, invaded Rome, took the Pope (Pius VI) captive, abolished the papal power, and reestablished Republican government in Rome.

As of now, the deadly wound has not been healed, which means that we are living in a time when the beast does not have its former power. And it is through this absence of power by the beast, at this time, that the option of starting the seven heads at Babylon meets the criteria of the beast being in the wilderness, etc.

To be precise, the prophecy of Revelation 17 indicated that at the time of the sixth head, the beast would be in the wilderness, at a time when, according to the scripture, it “was, is not and yet is (to come)”.

Well, we are now living in the time of the sixth head – five have fallen (Babylon, Medo-Persia, Greece, Pagan Rome and Papal Rome), one is (Atheism) and the other is yet to come. And it is because the papacy does not have its former power, that we can say that the beast is in the wilderness, and that it is not, even though it has a form of existence.

But prophecy makes clear that the deadly wound will be healed. While the papacy has no real power at this time, she is working assiduously to regain it. According to the prophecy, she will regain it. She will therefore, be the end-time Beast, the Beast of the Apocalypse, who will unite with the Dragon and the False Prophet to gather the kings of the earth and the whole world to the battle of that great day of God Almighty. 
“But Romanism as a system is no more in harmony with the gospel of Christ now than at any former period in her history. The Protestant churches are in great darkness, or they would discern the signs of the times. The Roman Church is far-reaching in her plans and modes of operation. She is employing every device to extend her influence and increase her power in preparation for a fierce and determined conflict to regain control of the world, to re-establish persecution, and to undo all that Protestantism has done. Catholicism is gaining ground upon every side. See the increasing number of her churches and chapels in Protestant countries. Look at the popularity of her colleges and seminaries in America, so widely patronized by Protestants. Look at the growth of ritualism in England and the frequent defections to the ranks of the Catholics. These things should awaken the anxiety of all who prize the pure principles of the gospel.” G.C. 565-566.
3. 
The False Prophet

After outlining the characteristics and history of the Beast in Rev. 13:1-10, John the Revelator turns his attention to “another beast”, and its activities, in the remaining verses of the chapter. Says the prophet,

“And I beheld another beast coming up out of the earth; and he had two horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon.

12
And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed.

13
And he doeth great wonders, so that he maketh fire come down from heaven on the earth in the sight of men,

14
And deceiveth them that dwell on the earth by the means of those miracles which he had power to do in the sight of the beast; saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live.

15
And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worship the image of the beast should be killed.

16
And he causeth all, both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads:

17
And that no man might buy or sell, save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.” Rev. 13:11-17.

We can easily identify this beast as the False Prophet by,
(i) Noting that he worked miracles, including bringing down fire from heaven, as a means of deceiving the inhabitants of the earth into participating in Mark-of-The-Beast activities

(ii) Turning to Rev. 19:20, where we read this description: 

“And the beast was taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.”


In other words, the identification badge of the False Prophet is his deceptive miracle-working activity in relation to the Mark-of-the-Beast set-up. Only one entity fits this description – the second beast of Rev. 13.


So then, who or what is this second Beast of Rev. 13 that is also a false prophet?

Coming Up Out Of the Earth


Whereas the beasts of Dan. 7 and the first beast of Rev. 13 are seen coming up out of the sea, the second beast of Rev. 13 is seen coming up out of the earth. Note on this point the following quotation from the book “Great Controversy”:

“The great kingdoms that have ruled the world were presented to the prophet Daniel as beasts of prey, rising when "the four winds of the heaven strove upon the great sea." Daniel 7:2. In Revelation 17 an angel explained that waters represent "peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues." Revelation 17:15. Winds are a symbol of strife. The four winds of heaven striving upon the great sea represent the terrible scenes of conquest and revolution by which kingdoms have attained to power.” GC 439-440.


On the other hand, the imagery of a beast coming up out of the earth suggests a more peaceful growth to nationhood in previously unconquered territory.

From as early as the Mid-Nineteenth Century, Bible students from America, and elsewhere, began identifying this entity as the United States of America (U.S.A.), which grew to nationhood almost unobtrusively in the Western world.
“The beast was seen "coming up out of the earth;" and, according to the translators, the word here rendered "coming up" literally signifies "to grow or spring up as a plant."” G.C. 440.

“Again and again the thought, almost the exact words, of the sacred writer has been unconsciously employed by the orator and the historian in describing the rise and growth of this nation.” G.C. 440.

“A prominent writer, describing the rise of the United States, speaks of "the mystery of her coming forth from vacancy," and says: "Like a silent seed we grew into empire."--G. A. Townsend, The New World Compared With the Old, page 462. A European journal in 1850 spoke of the United States as a wonderful empire, which was "emerging," and "amid the silence of the earth daily adding to its power and pride." --The Dublin Nation.” G.C. 440.


But the False Prophet is not just the U.S.A.; it is the U.S.A. under apostate religious domination (apostate Protestantism, to be precise). It is also the U.S.A. behaving as a religious entity. Let us look a little further. 

Two Horns like a Lamb

“The lamblike horns indicate youth, innocence, and gentleness, fitly representing the character of the United States when presented to the prophet as "coming up" in 1798.” G.C. 441.

These horns also symbolize the principles of Civil Liberty and Religious Liberty which are enshrined in the American constitution, and which lie at the foundation of the nation’s greatness.
“Among the Christian exiles who first fled to America and sought an asylum from royal oppression and priestly intolerance were many who determined to establish a government upon the broad foundation of civil and religious liberty. Their views found place in the Declaration of Independence, which sets forth the great truth that "all men are created equal" and endowed with the inalienable right to "life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." And the Constitution guarantees to the people the right of self-government, providing that representatives elected by the popular vote shall enact and administer the laws. Freedom of religious faith was also granted, every man being permitted to worship God according to the dictates of his conscience. Republicanism and Protestantism became the fundamental principles of the nation.” G.C. 441.
“The Constitution provides that "Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof," and that "no religious test shall ever be required as a qualification to any office or public trust under the United States."”G.C. 442.
Not only does Religious Liberty uphold the rights of the individual in religious matters, its adoption was also intended to prevent the state from acting as a religious entity, by using its power to enforce religious belief and practice. This was deliberately done by the framers of the American constitution, who, with the terrible lessons of history before them, desired to prevent their nation following the unfortunate examples of others who, in misguided religious zeal, had used the power of the state to persecute dissenting citizens.

And the scriptures could have paid no higher compliment to this noble action of the Americans than to describe it as lamblike. Christ Himself is described in the Bible as the Lamb of God. As such He is meek and harmless. He forces no one to worship Him, but, notwithstanding His many overtures of grace and mercy, He ultimately leaves everyone to make up their minds. Thus the scriptures have declared that, in guaranteeing religious liberty as a constitutional right, the Americans were behaving like Christ Himself. They were upholding a principle dear to the heart of God Himself. 
But the scriptures predict a drastic change in the behaviour of this nation, a radical departure from the principles that underlie its greatness.

“…The beast with lamblike horns "spake as a dragon. And he exerciseth all the power of the first beast before him, and causeth the earth and them which dwell therein to worship the first beast, whose deadly wound was healed; . . . saying to them that dwell on the earth, that they should make an image to the beast, which had the wound by a sword, and did live." Revelation 13:11-14.” GC 441-442.
Religious liberty, the principle which has so famously found expression in the American constitution, is, first and foremost, a Christian principle.  God does not want, nor can He accept, a forced allegiance.  He wants every man (or woman) free to worship Him according to the dictates of a conscience enlightened by, and responding to, a knowledge of His love, His character and His plan of salvation.  This is the principle that underlies the Christian understanding of religious liberty.

Individuals, religious bodies, and nations need to understand this principle, so that they do not resort to the use of force, including the power of the state, to produce compliance in religious matters.  Herein lies the rationale behind the doctrine of church-state separation. The power of the state should not be used to enforce any aspect of religion.

This principle was enunciated by the very founder of Christianity, Jesus Christ, when He delivered the oft-quoted injunction, 

“And Jesus answering said unto them, Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s….” Mark 12:17.
The principle behind this message is that civil obedience belongs to Caesar (representing earthly governments), whereas religious obedience belongs to God, and that which belongs to one should not be given to the other, nor should anyone demand that it be given.

His first disciples, the leaders of the early church, also enunciated this principle, when they declared to the leaders of the Jewish nation, 
“But Peter and John answered and said unto them, Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge ye.
20 For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.” Acts 4:19, 20.
“Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, We ought to obey God rather than men.” Acts 5:29.
These principles were manifested during the early years of the church.  There was no such thing as a Christian nation.  Each Christian was a citizen of one country or another (within the Roman Empire), and there were churches within different cities and countries.  But the churches did not control any state, nor did they receive a mandate from any earthly government.

In fact, the early church suffered persecution, some of it severe, at the hands of the Roman Empire, which controlled the regions over which the early church spread.

But then came the gradual falling away, with the infiltration of the church by pagan beliefs and practices, the growing friendship between the leaders of church and state, and the eventual declaration that the Roman Empire was “Christian”, with the resultant use of state power to promote and enforce “Christian” beliefs and practices, and the rise of the bishop of Rome (the pope) to a position of supreme authority over this religio-political structure, which dominated Europe for centuries, and was used to persecute the faithful followers of Christ.

But the true Christianity, and with it the principle of religious liberty, was revived in the Reformation of the 16th Century.  Indeed, the word “Protestant”, as applied to the Reformation, the Christianity of the Reformation, and the principles of the Reformation (including the principle of religious liberty), had its origin in the protest which was issued at Spires (the Protest of Spires [Speyer]), in Germany, in 1529, on behalf of the Reformation.

Protestantism, then, is that form of Christianity (the original Christianity), which upholds, the principle of religious liberty, and, with it, the principle of church-state separation.

Protestantism was the religion of the first American colonists, and eventually became the dominant religion in the USA.  And, even though the Protestant principle of religious liberty eventually became a principle of government in the USA, it was not properly understood or practiced by the early settlers.  Even today, there are many Christians in America, as elsewhere, who believe, and advocate, that Christian ordinances should be legislated by the government.  

Unfortunately, they will have their way, as happened with the early church. Protestantism in America has been experiencing a gradual falling away, and will eventually reach full-blown apostasy (hence the term “apostate Protestantism), and lead the state to ruin.

This terrible state of affairs is foreseen in the opening verses of Rev 18, which state: 

“And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory.

2 And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird.” Rev 18:1, 2
Here we see the term “Babylon” (which in the spiritual sense denotes false religion) being applied to the churches, which will have fallen, through rejecting truth and embracing false doctrines, including the teachings of Spiritualism. They will be declared to have committed fornication because they will have departed from God and consorted with earthly governments.
“With every rejection of truth the minds of the people will become darker, their hearts more stubborn, until they are entrenched in an infidel hardihood.” G.C. 603.2
“As the teachings of spiritualism are accepted by the churches, the restraint imposed upon the carnal heart is removed, and the profession of religion will become a cloak to conceal the basest iniquity. A belief in spiritual manifestations opens the door to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, and thus the influence of evil angels will be felt in the churches.” GC 603.2
Under this deceptive influence, miracles will be performed, including the bringing down of fire from heaven, to persuade the people, including those with legislative responsibilities, to establish church-state union, a state of affairs in which the civil power is used to enforce religion. 

Thus, Protestantism will have become a false prophet (a prophet that misleads the people).  But that’s not all.  As this apostate form of Christianity unites with the state, the two become as one, indistinguishable and inseparable.  And this is how the United States, conjoined with, and under the dominion of, apostate Protestantism, will herself become a false prophet. She will also unite with the dragon and the beast to gather the kings of the earth and of the whole world to Armageddon.

As for the unclean spirits like frogs which come out of the mouths of the Dragon, Beast and False Prophet, it should now be evident that these represent the forces of Spiritism, working through the papacy and apostate Protestantism, to gather the world to destruction.

