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Preface

This book; “God's Character: The Best Newsin the Universd” is a study
of the character of God from the Bible and Bible alone, alowing scripture to
interpret scripture. It is dedicated to the on-going search for truth and the
advancing light, which results from such scriptural research.

But this book goes even further and analyses the revelation of God's Agapé
love as it is demonstrated in the gift of His Son for the redemption of
mankind and for the clarification of the issues involved in the great cosmic
conflict between light and darkness.

“Let ustry to know the Lord. Hewill cometo usassurely as
the day dawns, as surely as the spring rains fall upon the
earth.” Hosea 6:3 (TEV).

Knowing and experiencing the knowledge of God as revealed in the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, will give victory over lukewarmness
and will produce a love-motivated, heart-felt, surrender which will be
absolute and which will usher in the final showers of the Latter Rain of the

Holy Spirit!
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| ntroduction

“But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the
Lord, are changed into the same image from glory to glory.” 2Cor.
3:18.

By dwelling upon the love of God and His Son, by contemplating the perfection
of the divine character and claiming the righteousness of Christ as ours by faith,
we are transformed into the same image!

It is through the last generation of true believers that God will fully reflect His
character to the world. How important, then, for us, in these last days of earth’s

history to correctly understand and fully experience the love and character of
God.

God’ s end-time people must receive the “Latter Rain” of the Holy Spirit in order
to finish God's work in the earth. This “Latter Rain” includes both an
intellectual and an experiential knowledge of God's character —His perfect love,
wisdom and righteousness as revealed through Jesus Christ.

We have come to the time when every belief, irrespective of how popular or how
long-standing it may be, must be thoroughly tested by the word of God by
allowing scripture to interpret itself. In these last days Bible truth is exposing
religious error.

In this book, the traditional view of a God who destroys His enemies by violent,
cruel, coercive measures is scrutinized and subjected to careful scriptural
analysis. The reader isinvited to examine all the evidences honestly, objectively
and carefully and see where the weight of evidence leads.

We must know the truth about this matter because our character transformation
can rise no higher than our conception of God's character. If we have a faulty
picture of the divine character our own characters will in turn be faulty.

Bible prophecy predicts an unprecedented revelation of the true knowledge of
God's character in the end-time. Here are afew examples.

“Then shall we know if we follow on to know the Lord: His going forth
is prepared as the morning; and He shall come unto us as the rain, as
the latter and former rain unto the earth.” Hosea 6:3.

“ For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.” Habakkuk 2:14.

“ Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen
upon thee. For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth and gross
darkness the people: but the Lord shall arise upon thee. And the
gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy
rising.” Isaiah 60:1-3.



The reader is invited to look to Christ, to behold the attractive loveliness of
His character, and by beholding, become changed into His likeness. The
mist that intervenes between Christ and the soul will be rolled back as you
look by faith past the hellish shadow of Satanic tradition and see God's
glorious character revealed in the righteousness of Christ.

Satan’s constant work is to hide Jesus from our sight, to darken His light by
tradition and misinterpretation; but when we get a glimpse of His glory, we
will be attracted to Him. Sin hides the beautiful character of Christ from our
view. Prgudice, popular religious tradition, false views of our Heavenly
Father, salf-righteousness and passion blind our eyes so that we do not
discern the Saviour. Oh, if we would draw near to God by faith, He would
reveal to us His glory, which is His character. And by knowing Him aright
we would love, admire, adore and willingly obey Him because of His great
love for us, manifested in the gift of His Son.

Indeed to know God aright isto love Him.

In spite of al the opposition to the knowledge of the true character of God
message and the true gospel of Jesus Christ, the truth will triumph and the
“remnant” will triumph with it.

May the Holy Spirit guide you into dl truth as you read. Remember that
God has promised that in these latter days light on “His anger, His wrath and
how He punishes,” will be perfectly understood by His people!

“The anger of the Lord shall not return, until he have executed, and
till he have performed the thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye
shall consider it perfectly.” Jeremiah 23:20.

“The Lord’ s anger is a storm, a furious wind that will rage over the
heads of the wicked. It will not end until he has done all that he
intends to do, in days to come his people will understand this
clearly.” Jeremiah 30: 23,24 (TEV).



Chapter One
The I mportance Of The Knowledge Of God

“ And thisis life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whomthou hast sent.” John 17:3

This profound declaration comes straight from the mouth of Jesus Himself.
Our Saviour is not one to waste words.

The knowledge of the only true God and His Son isindeed eterndl life!

Without this knowledge the professed people of God would (eventually)
be overcome by Satan.

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast
rejected knowledge, | will also reect thee, that thou shalt be no
priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will
also forget thy children.” Hosea 4:6.

In fact God invites us, implores and even admonishes us to know and
under stand Him.

“Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man
glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he
understandeth and knoweth me, that | am the Lord which exercise
lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in
these things | delight, saith the Lord.” Jer. 9:23, 24.

What a wonderful text of scripture! God wants us to know and to
understand Him; especialy in His work of exercising loving kindness
(mercy), judgment and righteousness (justice) in the earth.

Without this knowledge of God there can be no red victory over sin!

“Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the
knowledge of God: | speak thisto your shame.” 1Cor. 15:34.

Moreover the experience of “following on to know the Lord” (YAHWEH) is
in fact declared to be the experience of the latter-rain of the Holy Spirit!

“ Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the Lord: his going
forth is prepared as the morning; and he shall come unto us as the
rain, asthelatter and former rain unto the earth.” Hosea 6:3

The Apostle Paul became very excited about the importance of the
knowledge of God. He was amost beside himself as he wrote these words
recorded in Eph. 3:17-21.



“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being rooted
and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know
the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled
with all the fulness of God. Now unto him that is able to do
exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to
the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in the church by
Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen.” Eph.
3:17-21.

L ook again at verse 19.

“ And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye
might befilled with all the fulness of God.”

The love of God is beyond knowledge and yet we are challenged to know it!
This is the highest and greatest education and development open to human
beings.

Areyou, dear reader, ready to acquir e this knowledge?
And, more importantly, are you ready to experience it?



Chapter Two
The Formula For Learning The Knowledge Of God

To know and understand the truth, we must learn to compare scripture with
scripture and in so doing let scripture interpret scripture. In other words we
must compare spiritua things with spiritua as Paul tells usin 1Cor. 2:13.

“Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual
thingswith spiritual.” 1Cor. 2:13.

Prayerful, careful, thorough, exhaustive study isrequired for the correct
inter pretation of the scriptures.

“ And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which
are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which isin
Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness. That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly
furnished unto all good works.” 2Tim. 3:15-17.

“ Sudy to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 2Tim. 2:15.

“Rightly dividing the word of truth” requires the application of
Isaiah’s method of study.

“ For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; lineupon
line, line upon line; herealittle, and there a little.” 1saiah 28:10.

The Holy Spirit, in and through the word of God will teach the honest,
sincere searcher and guide him or her into all truth.

“ Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into
all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall
hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you thingsto come.” John
16:13

“For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any
two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and
spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the
thoughts and intents of the heart.” Hebrews 4:12

“ It isthe spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words
that | speak unto you, they are spirit, and they arelife.” John 6:63

“ Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and
they are they which testify of me.” John 5:39.



Moreover, awillingness to do the will of God is necessary to understand true
doctrine.

“1f any man will do hiswill, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it
be of God, or whether | speak of myself.” John 7:17.

“ And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”
John 8:32

“For we can do nothing against the truth, but for the truth.” 2Cor.
138

Remember too that the knowledge of truth is progressive.

“ But the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and
mor e unto the perfect day.” Proverbs 4:18

“But asit is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have
entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared
for them that love him. But God hath revealed them unto us by his
Soirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man
which isin him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the
Soirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but
the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are
freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not in the
words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost
teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual. But the natural
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned. But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he
himsdlf is judged of no man. For who hath known the mind of the
Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.”

1Cor. 2:9-16.

“But if wewalk in the light, as heisin the light, we have fellowship
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us
fromall sin.” 1John 1:7

Progressive cleansing from sin requires the progressive impartation of
truth and walking in thelight! And Jesusisthe Light of the world!



Chapter Three
The Knowledge Of God Revealed Through Jesus Christ

In the plan of redemption the knowledge of God is supremely and most
clearly revealed in and through Jesus Christ.

Indeed to “seg” Jesusisto “see’ the Father.

“ Jesus saith unto him, Have | been so long time with you, and yet
hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the
Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?” John 14:9

Through the incarnation, earthly life, sacrificial death and resurrection of the
Son of God, the knowledge of the character of God has been most clearly
revealed to the universe.

“1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. Al
things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made
that was made. In himwas life; and the life was the light of men. And
the light shineth in darkness; and the darkness comprehended it
not... And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full
of grace and truth. For the law was given by Moses, but grace and
truth came by Jesus Christ. No man hath seen God at any time; the
only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath
declared him.” John 1:1-5, 14, 17, 18.

It should be very clear then that every statement about God in the Bible must
be understood in the light of the knowledge of God as revealed through Jesus
Christ.

Indeed the light of the knowledge of the glory, the character, of God shines
in the face of Jesus Christ.

“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 2 Cor. 4:6.

Jesus Christ is God's ultimate and clearest statement or message about
Himself. This means that al previous statements about God must be, and
can only be, correctly interpreted and fully understood by the life, death and
resurrection of our Lord Jesus Chrigt.

“ For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ. No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” John
1:17,18



“ God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past
unto the fathers by the prophets, Hath in these last days spoken unto
us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom
also he made the worlds; Who being the brightness of his glory, and
the express image of his person, and upholding all things by the
word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty on high;” Hebrews 1:1-3

And what message did Jesus give about His Father? John gives the answer
in 1 John 1:5.

“This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare
unto you, that God is light, and in himis no darkness at all.” 1John
1.5.

Therefore God cannot be, can never be the source of darkness. Darkness
means sin and its results. Light means truth and righteousness and the results
of righteousness.

“ And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and
men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.

For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the
light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth

cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they
arewrought in God.” John 3:19-21

Since Jesus is “ the way, the truth and the life,” no man can come to the
Father or understand the Father’ s character except through the Son.

Jesus came to earth to declare, to reved, to testify of His Father’s character.
Jesus is the faithful and true witness and His message concerning the
Father’s character is called “the testimony of Jesus, which is the Spirit of
Prophecy.”

Therefore al the true prophets have declared that “God is light and in Him is
no darkness at all.”

“ The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave unto him, to shew
unto his servants things which must shortly come to pass, and he
sent and signified it by his angel unto his servant John: Who bare
record of the word of God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and
of all things that he saw... And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful
witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings
of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us fromour sinsin
hisown blood.” Rev. 1:1,2,5.

“ And | fell at hisfeet to worship him. And he said unto me, See thou
do it not: 1 am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren that have the
testimony of Jesus. worship God: for the testimony of Jesus is the
spirit of prophecy.” Rev. 19:10



“ Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched
diligently, who prophesied of the grace that should come unto you:
Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which
was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of
Christ, and the glory that should follow.” 1Peter 1:10-11

Yesfriend, if you really see Jesus you see His Father!



Chapter Four
Words Can Be Mideading

Human language has its limitations.

A particular word in one language can express a particular meaning, but may
not be as accurately conveyed by its equivaent trandation into another
language.

The Bible was originadly written in very ancient languages, the Old
Testament in Hebrew and the New Testament in Greek. Trandators down
through the centuries have done their best to be as accurate as possible in the
trandation of the words, phrases, sentences, and idioms of those ancient
languages, yet limitations and difficulties of trandation are evident.

We call this the language problem.

Thisiswhy we must alow scripture to interpret itself. Instead of interpreting
a difficult Biblica word according to our modern meaning of that word, we
must |et the Bible interpret the Biblical meaning and demonstrate the Biblical
linguistic usage of that particular word.

“Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual
thingswith spiritual.” 1Cor. 2:13.

Let us consider the words eternal, forever, everlasting, forever and ever,
in our English trandations.

These words are used to trandate the Hebrew word OLAM in the Old
Testament or the Greek word AIONIOS in the New Testament. But those
ancient words do not really mean what our modern words, like eternal and
forever, mean.

This has led to an incorrect understanding of the term eternal fire or
everlasting fire. Many Christians believe “aionios” fire (trandated “eterna”
fire) will never stop burning but will burn literally forever and ever!

Now let us apply the fundamental rule of 1 Cor. 2:13 and, by comparing
spiritual things with spiritual, let us find out what the Bible means by
the words eterna, or forever or everlasting (Hebrew: OLAM; Greek:

AIONIOS).

Even if a student of the Bible knew nothing of the original ancient languages,
he or she could till easily arrive at the true meaning and correct usage of the
words trandated “eternal” or “everlasting” or “forever and ever”.

Sodom and Gomorrah were burnt by “eternal” fire.



“Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about them in like
manner, giving themselves over to fornication, and going after
strangeflesh, are set forth for an example, suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire.” Judeverse7.

The “eternal” fire burnt Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes.

“And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah into ashes
condemned them with an overthrow, making them an ensample unto
those that after should live ungodly;” 2Peter 2:6.

Furthermore the eterna fire consumed these cities rather quickly.

“ For the punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of my peopleis
greater than the punishment of the sin of Sodom, that was
overthrown asin a moment, and no hands stayed on her.” Lam. 4:6.

Similarly, in the end, eternal fire will burn up the unsaved to ashes.

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn asan oven; and all the
proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day
that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall
leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in hiswings; and ye
shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall tread
down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet
inthe day that | shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts.” Madl. 4:1-3.

“ But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies of the Lord shall be as
the fat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they consume
away.” Psam 37:20

In fact the wicked will be as though they had never been!

“For as ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the
heathen drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and they shall
swallow down, and they shall be as though they had not been.”
Obadiah 16.

“ Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked be
no more. Bless thou the Lord, O my soul. Praise yethe Lord.” Psalm
104:35.

Thisfina destruction of unrepentant sinners is called the second death.

“ He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and | will be his God,
and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” Rev.
21:7,8.



It isindeed afact, that whereas the gift of God is literaly endless and perfect
life, the wages of sin is permanent death, annihilation.

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23.

We can clearly see then that the ancient words OLAM in the Hebrew and
AIONIOSin the Greek, both trandated eter nal in the English, simply mean
A DURATION OF TIME WHICH LASTS AS LONG AS THE SUBJECT
LASTS.

Jonah said he was in the bottom of the sea forever while it was actualy
“three days and three nights’

“1 went down to the bottoms of the mountains; the earth with her
bars was about me for ever: yet hast thou brought up my life from
corruption, O Lord my God.” Jonah 2:6.

Therefore eternd fire lasts aslong as it takes to burn its victims to ashes and
nothing can quench it until its work is done. And the converse is true, eternal
life will last forever because it is the life of the eternal God, who has no end.

This truth also exposes another popular error. There is a popular religious
belief, held by many Christians, that the human soul is immortal. The word
immortal means not subject to death, cannot die, indestructible.

The Bible teaches quite clearly that the human soul is very much mortal.

“ Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of the father, so also the soul
of the son is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Ezekid 18:4

“ Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner fromthe error of
his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of
sins.” James 5:20

In fact only God has immortality.

“Which in his times he shall shew, who is the blessed and only
Potentate, the King of kings, and Lord of lords; Who only hath
immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach unto;
whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power
everlasting. Amen.” 1Tim. 6:15,16.

We are invited to seek for immortdity. If we possessed it naturaly we
would not need to seek for it.

“Who will render to every man according to his deeds: To themwho
by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and
immortality, eternal life:” Rom. 2:6,7.

Only the saved have eterna life, no unsaved person has eternd life.



“ And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and
thislifeisin his Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath
not the Son of God hath not life.” 1John 5:11,12.

“Whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer: and ye know that no
murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.” 1John 3:15.

Immortdity will be given to the saved at the Second Coming of Chrigt.

“Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall
all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So when
this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall
have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that
iswritten, Death is swallowed up in victory.” 1Cor. 15: 51-54.

“ For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead
in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in
the air: and so shall we ever bewith the Lord.” 1Thess. 4:16,17.

“ And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. Thisis the second
death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was
cast intothelakeof fire,” Rev. 20:14,15

For those who relect God' s salvation, both soul and body will be destroyed in

the fina fires of Gehenna at the end of the millennium as seen in Reveation
20.

“ And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
soul: but rather fear himwhich is able to destroy both soul and body
inhell.” Matt. 10:28.

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and
all the proud, yea, and al that do wickedly, shall be stubble:
and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of
hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But unto
you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with
healing in his wings, and ye shall go forth, and grow up as
calves of the stall. And ye shall tread down the wicked; for
they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that |
shall do this, saith the Lord of hosts.” Mal. 4:1-3.

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.” John. 3:16



“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23.

“ And death and hell were cast into thelake of fire. Thisis the second
death. And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was
cast intothelakeof fire,” Rev. 20:14,15



Chapter Five
Introducing The Divine-Nature

The world is man-centred. Even the church is far more man-centred than
God-centred. Christians, generally speaking, seem to be preoccupied with
knowing more about themselves and other subjects than knowing more about
God. If God is not our primary focus then everything else will soon get out of
focus.

The most important thing in life is knowing God better.

The man-centred focus that has crept into today’ s church must be resisted at
al costs. Matters such as family life, child discipline, church finances should
be addressed, but we must be careful that “market forces’ do not mould our
theology. People may want to know about these issues, but what they need
primarily, is to know God.

The things of the world absorb too much of our time and attention, and the
result of al thisis that God has become marginalized. If we were to pay as
much attention to the things that pertain to God, as we do to the things that
pertain to the world then the spiritua health of the church would be far better
than it is now.

Through the prophet Jeremiah, God speaks to us and shows us that His
greatest desire is that we should come to know Him.

“Thus saith the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, ket not the rich man
glory in his riches: But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he
understandeth and knoweth me, that | am the Lord which exercise
lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in
these things | ddlight, saith the Lord.” Jer. 9:23, 24.

And remember the words of Jesus.

“ And thisislife eternal, that they might know thee the only true God,
and Jesus Christ, whomthou hast sent.” John 17:3.

1. GOD IS ETERNAL IN THE ABSOLUTE SENSE OF THE
WORD

The first fact we need to gppreciate in the study of God is that the
Godhead is absolutely eternal, that is, without beginning and
without end!

“And God said unto Moses, | AM THAT | AM: and he said, Thus
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, | AM hath sent me unto
you.” Exodus 3:14.



The Hebrew words trandated | AM THAT | AM are EHYEH
ASHER EHYEH. This mysterious term indicates the continuous
present tense, it indicates sdf-existence and signifies
beginninglessness and endlessness.

When the Hebrew word Olam is used to describe God, it means an
infinite duration of existence which alone can measure the life of
God. Thisis measur eless, eternd!

“Lord, thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Before
the mountains were brought forth, or ever thou hadst formed the
earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, thou art
God.” Psalm 90:1,2.

Thisisthefirst of the mysteries of the Divine Nature.

GOD ISCHANGELESS

The second fact we need to know is that the eternd God is
changeless.

“For | amthe Lord, | change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed.” Md. 3.6

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.” James 1:17

“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” Heb.
13:8

“ Of old hast thou laid the foundation of the earth: and the heavens
are the work of thy hands. They shall perish, but thou shalt endure:
yea, all of them shall wax old like a garment; as a vesture shalt thou
change them, and they shall be changed: But thou art the same, and
thy years shall have no end.” Psalm 102:25-27

Changelessness is the essentia characteristic of the eternal state.
God is timeless and changeless and therefore He is absolutely
eternal i.e. beginningless and endless.

God is without beginning. God has aways existed. Before there
was anything else God had aways been in existence. Therefore the
only absolute principles of existence are those principles which are
inherent or intrinsic in God. And thus the only right ways are God's
ways. This brings us, in fact, to the absolute definition of RIGHT.
Since God is without beginning and without ending then the
principles of His existence are the only absolutely right principles. It
also means that, when God does anything, His way of doing it is the
only right way and it is not merely right, it is the only and most
excellent and perfect way of doing it.



GOD ISINFINITE IN RIGHTEOUSNESS

“The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.”
Psa. 145:17

“The Lord is good to all: and his tender mercies are over all his
works.” Psalm 145:9

GOD POSSESSES THE INFINITE PERFECT ETERNAL LIFE
Only God is inherently immortal.

“Who only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can
approach unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be
honour and power everlasting. Amen.” 1Tim. 6:16

“For asthe Father hath lifein himself; so hath he given to the Son to
have lifein himself;” John 5:26

GOD ISOMNIPOTENT

“... The LORD GOD Omnipotent reigneth” Rev. 19:6. Within God
there is the absolute and infinite concentration of eternal power.

“For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:”
Romans 1:20.

GOD ISINFINITE IN WISDOM AND KNOWLEDGE

Great isour Lord, and of great power: his understanding is infinite.
Psalm 147:5

God knows everything about everything. He knows all the past, all
the present and all the future.

Wisdom is the righteous use of power to produce perfect work.

In God there is the eternal application of infinite righteousness to
infinite power to eternally produce infinitely perfect excellence and
perfect eterna life.

God knows every microscopic detail of everything and He knows
how best everything should function.

Neither isthere any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all
things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we
have to do. Heb. 4:13.

O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God!
how unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!
For who hath known the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his
counsellor? Or who hath first given to him, and it shall be



recompensed unto him again? For of him, and through him, and to
him, are all things: to whom be glory for ever. Amen. Romans 11:33-
36

He is the Rock, his work is perfect: for all his ways are judgment: a
God of truth and without iniquity, just and right ishe. Deut. 32:4

The works of the Lord are great, sought out of all them that have
pleasure therein. His work is honourable and glorious: and his
righteousness endureth for ever. Psalm 111:2,3

God is the absolute eternd TRUTH, the knowledge of God is
absolute truth.

GODISLOVE
He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God islove. 1John 4:8.

The love of God (Greek Agape) is not a feeling, it is a principle.
God's love is the eterna, unchanging principle by which God uses
His power righteously and unsalfishly for the good of His creation.

Eterna love is that eternal principle by which infinite wisdom
applies infinite righteousness to infinite power for the eterna
production of the perfect life and perfect works.

God's Agape love means doing the best for others whatever the cost
to onesdlf.

The supreme demonstration of God's love was given when the
Creator took on our human nature and sacrificed Himsalf to save
sinners.

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us. Rom. 5:8

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have
everlasting life. John 3:16

The beautiful characteristics of Divine Love are described in 1Cor.
13:4-8.

“Love is patient; Love is kind and envies no one. Love is never
boastful, nor conceited, nor rude; never selfish, not quick to take
offence. Love keeps no score of wrongs, does not gloat over other
men’s sins, but delights in the truth. There is nothing love cannot
face; there is no limit to its faith, its hope, and its endurance. Love
will never cometo anend.” 1Cor. 13:4-8. (TEV)

Love's application of Eternal Wisdom and Eternal Righteousness to
Eternd Power is the eterna basis of eternal life, eternal peace,
eterna order, eternal joy, eterna security, eternal beauty and eterna



freedom. God is therefore the only Source of genuine peace, genuine
order, genuine joy,

eternal security, infinite beauty and absolute freedom.

GOD, THE CREATOR

God was not dependent on pre-existent matter when creating the
universe. He created matter from nothing by His infinite power,
infinite wisdom and infinite love.

By the word of the Lord were the heavens made; and all the host of
them by the breath of his mouth. Psalm 33:6.

God created our planet from nothing and then made it into a perfect
paradise in six days. Each day God did some specia creative work
for that day, until He crowned it all off with the creation of mankind
on the sixth day. He then rested on the seventh day in celebration of
the finishing of a perfect work on earth.

“ Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of
them. And on the seventh day God ended his work which he had
made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he
had made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it:
because that in it he had rested fromall his work which God created
and made.” Gen. 2:1-3.

God had created the angels by spesking them into existence, but He
created man from the substance of the earth. All His intelligent
creatures were made free moral agents with freedom of choice to
obey or to disobey God' s perfect law.

Before the entrance of sin al creation was absolutely perfect. Sin
developed in heaven before the creation of our planet and solar
system.

The Son of God, who is as eterna as the Father, made all things.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All
things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made
that was made.... And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among
us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father,) full of grace and truth.” John 1:1-3, 14

“ For by himwere all things created, that arein heaven, and that are
in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions,
or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for
him: And heis before all things, and by himall things consist.” Cal.
1:16, 17



The proof of the absolute eternity and Godhead of the Son of God is
established by the following texts of scripture: ( John 8:58; Exodus
3:14); (Isaiah 44:6, Rev. 1:17); (Psalm 102:24-27, Hebrews 1:8-12);
(Psalm 90:

1,2, Proverbs 8:22,23).

In fact scripture reveas the unfathomable mystery that the Son of
God is the WISDOM, the Word (Greek: logos), the Righteousness
of God. Therefore the Father does everything through His Son.

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. The same was in the beginning with God. All
things were made by him; and without him was not any thing made
that was made.” John 1:1-3

“ Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that | will raise unto David a
righteous Branch, and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall
execute judgment and justice in the earth. In his days Judah shall be
saved, and Israel shall dwell safely: and thisis his name whereby he
shall be called, THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS” Jeremiah
23:5,6

“But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us
wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:
That, according asit iswritten, He that glorieth, let himglory in the
Lord.” 1Cor. 1:30,31. (Read aso Proverbs 8).



Chapter Six
The Origin And Nature Of Sin

Sinwas not always in the universe. 1t was definitely not created or caused by
God. Sin developed in the mind of the hightest and most honored of the
angels. Nothing is more clearly taught in the Bible than that God was in no
way responsible for the development of sin or any of its consequences.

“ He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth fromthe
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth
not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin,
because heisborn of God.” 1John 3:8,9

“Let no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of God: for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:” James
1:13

“ Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in hisfield: But
while men dept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat,
and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of the
householder came and said unto him, Sr, didst not thou sow good
seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them,
An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then
that we go and gather them up?” Matt. 13:24-28

“ This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare
unto you, that God is light, and in himis no darkness at all.” 1John
1.5

“The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.”
Psdm 145:17

“For | amthe Lord, | change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed.” Mdl. 3:6

The bags of 9n is salf-exaltation.

“How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!
how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the
nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, | will ascend into heaven,
I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: | will sit also upon the
mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: | will ascend
above the heights of the clouds; | will be like the most High.” Isaiah
14:12-14.



The definition of sin is “transgression of God’'s law.” Sinis a principle at
war with the principle of unsdfish love, which is the foundation of God's
Government.

“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sinisthe
transgression of the law.” 1John 3:4

“Hethat loveth not knoweth not God; for God islove.” 1John 4:8

“ Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling
of the law.” Rom. 13:10

The definition of sin, then, is “doing things by a way other than by God's
way.” But since God does everything right, sin means doing things in the
wrong way. Sin is unrighteousnes in action, it uses power unrighteously. Sin
separates righteousness from power and hence perverts the powers of
creation into unrighteous destructive powers when not restrained by God's
mercy.

The Nature of Sin
It isthe nature of sin to separate us from God, to hide God' s face from us.

“Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save;
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have
separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his
face fromyou, that hewill not hear.” Isaiah 59:1,2.

Sinis, in fact, asking God to leave us adone, to depart from us.

“Which said unto God, Depart from us:. and what can the Almighty
do for them?” Job. 22:17.

Since sin separates creature from Creator it produces death.

“ Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when
itisfinished, bringeth forth death.” James 1:15

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Rom. 6:23

“ The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law.” 1Cor.
15:56

Because God is the fountain of life separation from God by sin produces
death.

“ For with thee is the fountain of life: in thy light shall we see light.”
Psalm 36:9

“O Lord, the hope of Isradl, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed,
and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because
they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters.” Jer.
17:13



“For my people have committed two evils; they have forsaken me the
fountain of living waters, and hewed them out cisterns, broken
cisterns, that can hold no water.” Jer. 2:13

Sin, then, is malignant, it produces destruction and death because it separates
every detail of the structure and function of the affected part of creation from
God's righteousness. The Holy Spirit must apply God's wisdom and
Righteousness in Christ to every detail of the structure and function of
creation in order for created things to be maintained in perfect structural and
functiona integrity. Sin separates from God and produces destruction and
degth.

“ Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when
it isfinished, bringeth forth death.” James 1:15

“In the way of righteousnessis life; and in the pathway thereof there
isno death.” Prov. 12:28

“For whoso findeth me findeth life, and shall obtain favour of the
Lord. But he that sinneth against me wrongeth his own soul: all they
that hate me love death.” Prov. 8:35,36.

As mentioned before, sin originated in heaven in the mind of Lucifer. He
opposed the law and the government of God. He declared that his way was
better than God's way.

The warfare against God, His Government and His law began in heaven.

“And there was war in heaven: Michael and his angels fought
against the dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, And
prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven.
And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil,
and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the
earth, and hisangels were cast out with him.” Revelation 12:7-9

“Moreover the word of the Lord came unto me, saying, Son of man,
take up a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus
saith the Lord God; Thou sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and
perfect in beauty. Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every
precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the
diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the
emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy
tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou
wast created. Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and | have
set thee so: thou wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast
walked up and down in the midst of the stones of fire. Thou wast
perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till iniquity
was found in thee. By the multitude of thy merchandise they have
filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: there



fore | will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and | will
destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.
Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted
thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: | will cast thee to the
ground, | will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. Thou
hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by
the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will | bring forth a fire fromthe
midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and | will bring thee to ashes upon
the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. All they that know
thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a
terror, and never shalt thou be any more.” Ezekia 28:11-19

“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sinisthe
transgression of the law... He that committeth sin is of the devil; for
the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God
was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.” 1John
34,8

Satan deceived one third of the angels. He did this by telling lies on God's
character, government and law.

“Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will
do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the
truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he
speaketh of hisown: for heisaliar, and the father of it.” John 8:44

Satan was the first creature to suggest that God's law was burdensome or
grievous and that it ought not to be obeyed. But God declares that His
commandments are not grievous.

“For thisisthe love of God, that we keep his commandments. and
his commandments are not grievous.” 1John 5:3.

The parable of the tdents in Matthew 25 aso reveas some of the other
falsehoods or lies which Satan told against God' s character.

“Then he which had received the one talent came and said, Lord, |
knew thee that thou art an hard man, reaping where thou hast not
sown, and gathering where thou hast not strawed: And | was afraid,
and went and hid thy talent in the earth: lo, there thou hast that is
thine.” Matt. 25:24,25.

Satan has charged that God is a tyrant (a hard God), that He is sdfish,
arbitrary, severe, and that He seeks His own aggrandizement while
oppressing His creatures. Satan therefore asserts that creatures should be
afraid of God.

But perhaps the most dangerous falsehood told by Satan was told to the
human race through Adam and Eve.



God had informed our first parents that disobedience, (sin), would produce
death.

Satan countered by telling them that they would not die, that seeking their
own way would be harmless.

“ But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat
of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.”
Gen. 2.17

“Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field which
the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God
said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden? And the woman
said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of the trees of the
garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the
garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it,
lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely
die” Gen. 31-4

Thus Satan has deceived the whole world into believing that ownwayness,
which is sin, does not produce degath.

As a result people blame everything else, except sin, for death. They
especiadly blame God. The mgjority of people, even religious people, believe
that the only problem with sin is that it makes God angry and causes Him to
kill sinners. And many more believe that sinners will not die at al but will
live forever in hell-fire. Indeed Satan has deceived the whole world.

“ And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out
into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.” Rev. 12:9.

So far, then, we see that sin transgresses God's law, opposes God's
Government, separates from God and ultimately, whenever it is finished,
produces death. Sin is the root cause of all the sickness, disease, accidents,
natural calamities, crime, lawlessness, destruction and death in the world.

Sin started in Heaven and entered our world when Adam and Eve gave in to
Satan’ s temptation.

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:”
Rom. 5:12.

Furthermore in order to establish his government of sin, Satan has
promulgated lies about God's character and he has blackened God's
reputation. That was why Jesus had to come to give us the revelation written
down in 1John 1.5.



“ This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare
unto you, that God is light, and in himis no darkness at all.” 1John
1.5

Yes friend, God is light and in Him is no darkness a al, therefore God
cannot and can never be the source of sin or evil or death.

He is the fountain of life.

It is sin which causes separation from God and therefore produces al evil
and ultimately produces desath.

The sin problem which started in Heaven is now localized on our planet. The
onlooking universe has watched, is watching and will watch the ongoing
sagai.e. the great controversy between God and Satan.

God claims that no other way but His can work. He has warned that sin is
the root cause of al the problems, all the evil and all the death in our world.
He has declared that only His way of sdfless love, truth, wisdom and
righteousness can conquer sin and produce eterna peace.

Satan has charged that creatures can be happy and successful in their own
way apart from God's way. Satan declares that sin does not produce death
and so he blames God for sin, and its evil results and death.

Who is tdling the truth?

Can God be trusted? Has He been telling us the truth? The falsehoods which
Satan has promulgated have so deceived men and angels that God's name
and government must be cleared, justified and vindicated. The Heavenly
Sanctuary is representative of God' s government.

The prophet Daniel informs us that the work of cleansing the Heavenly
Sanctuary was to commence at the end of the 2300 prophetic days of Daniel
8:14. The cleansing of the Heavenly Sanctuary refers to the work of
vindicating and clearing God's name, character and reputation from the false
charges Satan and man have laid against God.

In order to cleanse the Heavenly Sanctuary God's people must reach the
point where they so hate sin and love righteousness that they will make the
victorious righteousness of Christ their own experience and thereby willingly
and lovingly obey the law of love perfectly. At the same time they will
manifest the harmlessness of God's ways by loving and forgiving their
enemies as Jesus did on the cross.

By obeying God without the dightest deviation even in the face of death, and
by loving and forgiving their enemies, THEY WILL PROVE SATAN
WRONG AND GOD RIGHT and win the last battle in the long-standing
conflict between light and darkness.



Chapter Seven
The Wrath Of God

The Bible leaves us in no doubt that God hates sin, and He abhors evil. [t
aso leaves us in no doubt that God is not the source or cause of evil. There
isno evil in God. Infact God so hates sin that He cannot even look at it.

“Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God,
even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy
fellows.” Hebrews 1.9

“ Let no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of God: for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every
man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it
is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not err, ny beloved brethren.
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.” James 1:13-17

“The Lord is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.”
Psa 145:17

“This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare
unto you, that God islight, and in himis no darkness at all. If we say
that we have fellowship with him, and walk in darkness, we lie, and
do not the truth:” 1John 1:5,6

“ He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroy the works of the devil... In thisthe children of God are
manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not
righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.”
1John 3:8,10.

Why does God hate sin? God hates sin because sin separates His creatures
from Him and thereby destroys them.

“ But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and
your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” Isaiah
592

“ Evil shall day the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be
desolate.” Psalm 34:21

“For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the
ungodly shall perish.” Psalm 1.6

Sinistelling God to depart. And God knows, and we need to know too, that
when He departs the end-result is destruction.



“Hast thou marked the old way which wicked men have trodden?
Which were cut down out of time, whose foundation was overflown
with a flood: Which said unto God, Depart from us: and what can
the Almighty do for them?” Job. 22:15-17

“O Lord, the hope of Isradl, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed,
and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because
they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters.” Jer.
17:13

“ And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be
together, and they that forsake the Lord shall be consumed.” Isaiah
1:28

Going back now to Isaiah 59:2 we see clearly that Sin separ ates between
creature and Creator and hides Hisface from His creatures.

“Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save;
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have
separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his
face fromyou, that he will not hear.” Isaiah 59:1,2

Furthermore Isaiah 54:7,8 defines the mechanism of wrath as the hiding of
God' s face.

“In a little wrath | hid my face from thee for a moment; but with
everlasting kindness will | have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy
Redeemer.” Isaiah 54:8

“How long, Lord? wilt thou hide thyself for ever? shall thy wrath
burn like fire?” Psalm 89:46

“Hide not thy face far from me; put not thy servant away in anger:
thou hast been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of
my salvation.” Psalm 27:9

“Lord, by thy favour thou hast made my mountain to stand strong:
thou didst hide thy face, and | wastroubled.” Psam 30:7

“Hear me speedily, O Lord: my spirit faileth: hide not thy face from
me, lest | be like unto them that go down into the pit.” Psalm 143:7

Now how does God exercise His wrath?

Perhaps the clearest New Testament answer (other than the Sacrifice of Jesus
Christ) was given by Paul in Romans Chapter One.

In Romans 118 Paul states clearly that the wrath of God is reveded from
Heaven againgt dl sin.

“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness;” Rom. 1:18



In Romans 1:19-23 Pau shows that there is no excuse for sin or
godlessnesss. Then in verse 24 he also explains how God exercises wrath.
Paul statesin Romans 1:24.

“WHEREFORE GOD ALSO GAVE THEM UP ...."
Paul repesats this explanation in verse 26

“FOR THISCAUSE GOD GAVE THEM UP...."
Andinverse 28

“...GOD GAVE THEM OVER....

Paul is clear in Romans 1:18-28 that God excercises His wrath by “giving
up” the sinner to reap the consequences of sin.

But where did Paul get this explanation from? The only scriptures available
in his day were the scriptures of the Old Testament.

Can we find this explanation in the Old Testament?
Yes!

Wrath, in all its various linguistic descriptions, was inflicted upon Israel and
Judah with frequent regularity in the Old Testament Era

In Deuteronomy chapter 28, God, through Moses, had given to the Israglites
aligt of the blessings of obedience (Deut. 28:1-15), and a very much longer
list of the curses of disobedience (Deut. 28:15-68).

Let us now examine the language used to describe the curses, as we examine
some of the versesin Deut. 28:15-68.

Consider these verses.

“The Lord shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all
that thou settest thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed,
and until thou perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy
doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me.The Lord shall make the
pestilence cleave unto thee, until he have consumed thee from off the
land, whither thou goest to possess it. The Lord shall smite thee with
a consumption, and with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with
an extreme burning, and with the sword, and with blasting, and with
mildew; and they shall pursue thee until thou perish.

The Lord will smite thee with the botch of Egypt, and with the
emerods, and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof thou canst not
be healed. The Lord shall smite thee with madness, and blindness,
and astonishment of heart:

Then the Lord will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of
thy seed, even great plagues, and of long continuance, and sore
scknesses, and of long continuance. Moreover he will bring upon



thee all the diseases of Egypt, which thou wast afraid of; and they
shall cleave unto thee. Also every sickness, and every plague, which
is not written in the book of this law, them will the Lord bring upon
thee, until thou be destroyed.” Deut. 28:20,21,22,27,28,59,60,61.

Each of these texts describes Isragl’ s punishment as striking them by a direct
decreeor adirect act of God.

But wait a minute!
Let usturn in our Biblesto Deuteronomy Chapter 31 verses 16-18.

“ And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt deep with thy
fathers; and this people will rise up, and go a whoring after the gods
of the strangers of the land, whither they go to be among them, and
will forsake me, and break my covenant which | have made with
them. Then my anger shall be kindled against themin that day, and |
will forsake them, and | will hide my face from them, and they shall
be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that
they will say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, because
our God is not among us? And | will surely hide my face in that day
for all the evils which they shall have wrought, in that they are
turned unto other gods.” Deut. 31:16-18.

Verse 17 explains very clearly the meaning and mechanism of wrath. When
the Isradlites forsook God by regjecting His loving invitations and warnings,
He forsook them, His face was hid from them and all the evils which befell
them happened because God was not among them.

It is very clear then that the mechanism of God's wrath is the separation
caused by sin. It is this separation between God and sinners that produces
the “punishment.”

For futher confirmation refer to the following texts:

“ Evil shall day the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be
desolate.” Psalm 34:21

“ But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and
your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” Isaiah
59:2

“Let no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of God: for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every
man is tempted,

when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death.” James 1:13-15

“ Then my anger shall be kindled against themin that day, and | will
forsake them, and | will hide my face from them, and they shall be



devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that they
will say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, because our
God is not among us?” Deut. 31:17

The punishments do not come by the direct decreee or direct infliction by
God. NO! The punishments come from sin itself as it separates from God.

The problem with us is that we try to understand God's wrath in terms of
human wrath, but this is one thing we should never do. The reason is written
down in James 1:20.

“For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.”
James 1:20

Human wrath transgresses God's law and therefore is sin.  God's wrath is
righteous it does not act contrary to God's law of love. God exercises His
wrath by giving up those who reject Him. This “giving up” may be partia
or complete as we shall learn from later studies.

To further clarify this point, consider Hosea 11:7,8,9.

“ And my people are bent to backdiding from me: though they called
them to the most High, none at all would exalt him. How shall | give
thee up, Ephraim? how shall | deliver thee, Israel? how shall | make
thee as Admah? how shall | set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned
within me, my repentings are kindled together. | will not execute the
fierceness of mine anger, | will not return to destroy Ephraim: for |
am God, and not man; the Holy One in the midst of thee: and | will
not enter into the city.” Hosea 11.7,8,9.

God asked His ancient people a question in Hosea 11:8. “HOW SHALL |
GIVE THEE UP, EPHRAIM? How shall | deliver thee |sradl?’

And notice (in verse 8) that in giving them up He would be making them as
Admah and Zeboim, cities of the plain, which were destroyed with Sodom
and Gomorrah (See Genesis 14:2; 19:24, 25). This principle in these verses
will be important in our understanding of the flood and who/what brought
about the flood.

But understand from verse 9 that His giving them up was equivaent to:

() executing thefier ceness of His anger and

(i) destroying them.
Hosea chapter 11 verse 7,89 then, establishes the following identity of
meanings.
GOD’S WRATH = HIS GIVING THEM UP = THE EXECUTION OF HIS
FIERCE ANGER = HISDESTROYING THEM

And remember Isaiah 59:2 and 54:8 which explain that God's wrath is the
hiding of His face caused by sin. It is the terrible separation, caused by sin,



which produces destruction according to the principles of Jeremiah 17:13 and
James 1:13-15.

Another term employed in scripture to describe wrath is the term HE
SPARED NOT. Consder 2 Peter 2 verses 4,5,6.

“ For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to
hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto
judgment; And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the eighth
person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the
world of the ungodly; And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha
into ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making them an
ensample unto those that after should live ungodly;” 2Peter 2:4,5,6.

We now cometo acrucia point. Jesus suffered the wrath of God for us.

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 2 Cor. 5:21

“What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can
be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up
for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”
Romans 8:31, 32

God spar ed not the angels who sinned.

God spared not the pre-flood world.

God spared not the cities of the plain: Sodom, Gomorrah, Admah, Zeboim.
God spared not His Son!

“ Qurely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows. yet we
did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we
are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on himthe iniquity of us
all.” Isaiah 53:4-6.

Now the critical question.
Will Hespare us? Yes, but only in Chrigt!

“ Therefore we ought to give the more earnest heed to the things which we
have heard, lest at any time we should let them dip. For if the word spoken
by angels was stedfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a
just recompence of reward;, How shall we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation; which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed unto us by them that heard him;” Heb. 2:1-3.



Chapter Eight
The Cross Reveals The Mechanism Of Divine Punishment

“What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can
be against us? He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up
for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?”
Romans 8:31, 32

Jesus was not spar ed, He was given up for usall.

In order to be our Substitute and Surety Jesus had to suffer the full
punishment of sin for all mankind. God His Father could not spare Him in
any way. God had to treat Him in the same way that the unrepentant sinner
will be treated in the day of executive judgement.

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 2Cor. 5:21

“ But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and
your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” Isaiah
59:2

“ For the wages of sin is death..” Romans 6:23 first part

“ But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every man.” Hebrews 2:9

Jesus bore the punishment which was our just due. He had to suffer the full
wrath of God against sin for us.

“ Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we
did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. But he was
wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities:
the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we
are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every
one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of us
al...

Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put himto grief: when
thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he
shall prolong his days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in
hishand.” Isaah 53:4-6, 10.

The Bible speaks of two deaths, first and second. Thefirst is the degth of the
body and the unconscious sleep of the soul. The second death is destruction
of body and soul in the final executive judgement.



“ And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the
soul: but rather fear himwhich is able to destroy both soul and body
inhell.” Matthew 10:28

“ These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, Our friend
Lazarus seepeth; but | go, that | may awake him out of deep. Then
said his disciples, Lord, if he deep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus
spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of
rest in sleep.Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarusis dead. And
| am glad for your sakes that | was not there, to the intent ye may
believe; nevertheless let us go unto him.” John 11:11-15

“He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and | will be his God,
and he shall be my son. But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which
burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.” Rev.
21:7.8

Both the first and the second deaths are caused by sin.

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:”
Romans 5:12

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23

“ Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when
itisfinished, bringeth forth death.” James 1:15

Jesus therefore had to taste, experience and die both deaths in order to be our
complete Substitute, Surety and Saviour.

“ But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the
grace of God should taste death for every man.” Hebrews 2:9.

Satan inspired the Jews and Romans to kill Jesus' body.

The sins of the whole world separated His soul from God thereby inflicting
the second death upon Him.

“ Therefore will 1 divide him a portion with the great, and he shall
divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul
unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he
bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”
Isaiah 53:12

By examining carefully how Jesus died on the cross we shall ke able to
understand the mechanism by which God's wrath, His fierce anger, His
justice, His punishing, Hissmiting, His destroying the sinner, operates!



In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus began to experience the terrible
separation which the weight of all the sins of the whole world would cause.
In words of burning anguish He uttered:

“MY SOUL IS EXCEEDING SORROWFUL, EVEN UNTO DEATH:
TARRY YE HERE AND WATCH WITH ME.” Matt. 26:38.

As the anguish increased He fell on His face and prayed

“And he went a little farther, and fell on his face, and prayed,
saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me:
nevertheless not as | will, but as thou wilt. And he cometh unto the
disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could
ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not
into temptation: the spirit indeed iswilling, but the flesh isweak. He
went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O my Father,
if this cup may not pass away from me, except | drink it, thy will be
done.” Matt. 26:39-42.

In fact Mark indicates that He prayed threetimesin al. (See Mark 14:41).

At last His mind was fixed, He would save mankind at any cost to Himself.
What infinite lovel

During His“tria” He clearly stated that no man could have had any power to
hurt Him unless the Father had “givenHim up.”

“Then saith Pilate unto him, Speakest thou not unto me? knowest
thou not that | have power to crucify thee, and have power to release
thee? Jesus answered, Thou couldest have no power at all against
me, except it were given thee from above: therefore he that delivered
me unto thee hath the greater sin.” John 19:10,11.

Thisiswhat Paul meant in Romans 4:25 and in Romans 8:32.

“Who was delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our
justification.” Romans 4:25.

“He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,
how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?” Romans
8:32.

Yes! God the Father did not spare His Son but delivered Him up. God
gave Jesus up to the terrible consequences of sin.

“ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a
curse for us: for it iswritten, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a
tree:” Ga. 313

At the physical level His enemies tortured His body and heaped ridicule upon
His mind.



At the spiritual leve, the iniquity of the whole world was laid upon Jesus and
separated His entire being from God thereby producing the sufferings and
actuality of the second death.

As Jesus experienced the terrible separation which sin causes between the
soul and God, He cried out: (Matthew 27:46)

“MY GOD, MY GOD, WHY HAST THOU FORSAKEN ME?’
Please read the whole of Psalm 22.
Question: What killed Jesus?

Answer: The sins of the whole world separated Him from God the
Father and killed Him. Our sins hid His Father’s face from
Christ. The Father forsook His Son.

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 2 Cor. 5:21

“ Therefore will | divide him a portion with the great, and he shall
divide the spoil with the strong; because he hath poured out his soul
unto death: and he was numbered with the transgressors; and he
bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”
Isaiah 53:12

“ But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and
your sins have hid his face from you, that he will not hear.” Isaiah
59:2

“In a little wrath | hid my face from thee for a moment; but with
everlasting kindness will 1 have mercy on thee, saith the Lord thy
Redeemer.” Isaiah 54:8

“ And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli,
Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast
thou forsaken me?” Matt. 27:46

Our Lord Jesus suffered the hiding of His Father's face. He suffered the
wrath of God for us!

The cross therefore confirms the truth that sin produces death by separation
from God.

The cross proves that sin whenever it is finished produces degth.
The cross proves God right when He said that sin produces death.
The cross proves Satan wrong when he asserted that sin does not cause death.

The cross proves that we al have a genuine choice in the great conflict
between light and darkness.

If we choose righteousness we are choosing eternal life.



If we choose unrighteousness we are choosing the second death, and it issin
itself which will destroy us.

“ Evil shall day the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be
desolate.” Psaim 34:21

“For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” Romans 6:23

“O Lord, the hope of Isradl, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed,
and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because
they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters.” Jer.
17:13



Chapter Nine
Lessons From The Book Of Job

We have dready learnt that notwithstanding the language of the Old
Testament, a careful search of the Bible reveals passages of scripture which
contain the principles of correct interpretation by which the mechanism
underlying the execution of Divine Judgements may be understood.

One such passage, indeed an entire Book of the Bible, is the Book of Job,
which was written by Moses to explain the mechanism underlying this
principle.

The account begins with a description of Job, his character, his possessions
and his concern for his children’s salvation. There can be no doubt about
Job’s loyalty to God and to righteousness.

“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that
man was perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and
eschewed evil. And there were born unto him seven sons and three
daughters. His substance also was seven thousand sheep, and three
thousand camels, and five hundred yoke of oxen, and five hundred
she asses, and a very great household; so that this man was the
greatest of all the men of the east. And his sons went and feasted in
their houses, every one his day; and sent and called for their three
sistersto eat and to drink with them. And it was so, when the days of
their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and sanctified them,
and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings
according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my
sons have sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job
continually.” Job 1:1-5.

At this point the scene changes. There is a special meeting of specia persons
with God. Strangely enough Satan is present.

“Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present
themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them.” Job
1:6.

God asks Satan some questions.

“ And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant
Job, that there is none like himin the earth, a perfect and an upright
man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil?” Job. 1:8.

Satan’ s answer isamalicious one. He impliesthat Job is serving God merely
for the rewards and not because of any genuine love for righteousness.

“ Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for nought?
Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his house, and about all



that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed the work of his hands,
and his substance isincreased in theland.” Job 1:9,10.

Now comes the crucial moment. Satan challenges God over Job!

“ But put forth thine hand now, and buch all that he hath, and he
will cursetheeto thy face.” Job. 1:11

Pay careful attention to the language. Satan tells God to put forth His hand
and touch al Job's possessions.

Let us see now how God “puts forth” His hand “to touch” Job’'s possessions.

“And the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy
power; only upon himself put not forth thine hand. So Satan went
forth from the presence of the Lord.” Job. 1:12.

It is clearly seen that the way God puts forth His hand to touch Job’'s
possessions is by handing them over, giving them up, to Satan and permitting
Satan to destroy them.

Notice too that God does not “hand over” Job’'s body to Satan’s power at this
time.

Soon after God “put forth His hand and touched Job’'s possessions’,
meaning, soon after God handed over Job's possessions to Satan, a series of
disasters strikes Job.

“ And there was a day when his sons and his daughters were eating
and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house: And there came a
messenger unto Job, and said, The oxen were plowing, and the asses
feeding beside them: And the Sabeans fell upon them, and took them
away; yea, they have dain the servants with the edge of the sword;

and | only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking,
there came also another, and said, The fire of God is fallen from
heaven, and hath burned up the sheep, and the servants, and
consumed them; and | only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he
was yet speaking, there came also another, and said, The Chaldeans
made out three bands, and fell upon the camels, and have carried
them away, yea, and dain the servants with the edge of the sword;

and | only am escaped alone to tell thee. While he was yet speaking,
there came also another, and said, Thy sons and thy daughters were
eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house: And,
behold, there came a great wind from the wilderness, and smote the
four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young men, and they
are dead; and | only am escaped aloneto tell thee.” Job 1:13-19.

Let us list the calamities which strike Job.



1 Enemies, called the Sabeans, attack and take away al his oxen and
donkeys and kill the attendants.

2. The fire of God falls from heaven and burns up sheep and servants.

3 Another set of enemies, cadled the Chadeans, kills the servants
attending the camels and stedls the camels.

4, A wind-storm destroys the house where Job’ s children are assembled
and kills al ten children and their attending servants.

Next is described Job' s reaction to the horrible news.

“ Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell
down upon the ground, and wor shipped, And said, Naked came | out
of my mother’s womb, and naked shall | return thither: the Lord
gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the
Lord. In all this Job sinned not, nor charged God foolishly.” Job
1:20-22.

Notice the language in verse 21. “ The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken
away....”

But how did the LORD take away?

The LORD *“took away” His possessions by permitting Satan to destroy
them.

Job Chapter 2 opens with another meeting of the sons of God and Satan is
among them again. And again God asks him some questions about Job.

“Again there was a day when the sons of God came to present
themselves before the Lord, and Satan came also among them to
present himself before the Lord. And the Lord said unto Satan, From
whence comest thou? And Satan answered the Lord, and said, From
going to and fro in the earth, and from walking up and down in it.
And the Lord said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job,
that there is none like himin the earth, a perfect and an upright man,
one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast
his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him
without cause.” Job 2:1-3.

Notice again the language at the end of verse 3 where God says that Satan
moved Him (God) to destroy Job without cause!

Obvioudy the term “God destroyed him without cause” means God
per mitted Satan to destroy him without cause.

Wadll, Satan chalenges God again! And God takes up the challenge! He
hands over Job’s body, but not hislife, into Satan’s hand.

“ And Satan answered the Lord, and said, kin for skin, yea, all that
a man hath will he give for hislife. But put forth thine hand now, and



touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. And
the Lord said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his
life.” Job 2:4-6.

Satan goes forth from God' s presence and smites Job with horrible skin boils
from head to foot.

“ So went Satan forth from the presence of the Lord, and smote Job
with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. And he took
him a potsherd to scrape himself withal; and he sat down among the
ashes.” Job. 2:7-8.

It is at this point that others, namely his wife and three specia friends, are
brought into the picture.

Firgly, hiswife tells him to let go his righteousness and his loyalty to God.

“Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou till retain thine integrity?
curse God, and die.” Job. 2:9.

Job maintains his commitment and loyalty to God and His righteousness.
He rebukes his wife for her folly.

“But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women
speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall
we not receive evil? In dl this did not Job sin with his lips.” Job.

2:10.
Notice again the language in verse 10.

“What? Shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we not receive
evil?

But how did Job receive evil from the hand of God? God permitted Satan’s
government of sin to strike Job with evil.

Job 2:11 introduces Job' s three friends who come to comfort him.

“Now when Job’s three friends heard of all this evil that was come
upon him, they came every one from his own place; Eliphaz the
Temanite, and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite: for
they had made an appointment together to come to mourn with him
and to comfort him.” Job. 2:11.

When Job's three friends heard of al the evil that came upon him, they
came...

Note carefully that all the calamities which kefell Job are called evil. Thisis
a very interesting point because we know that God is never the source of
evil. God never does evil, Heonly per mitsiit.

In the ensuing chapters (8-37) Job and his three friends talk to each other
concerning the evil which befell Job.



The three friends have good logic and make excellent points but they al miss
the crucia and central issue in the story of Job.

Job’s friends argue that Job must have sinned otherwise such evil could not
have come upon him.  His friends assert that God is punishing Job because
he has done some secret sin.

Job maintains that he has not departed from God by any sin.

Eventually God speaks (Chapters 38-41) to Job. He simply asks Job certain
questions to shew how finite we are and how infinite He is.

Job’ s answer to God is one of submissive repentance.
“Wherefore | abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” Job 42:6.

God rebukes Job’s friends for not saying the right thing about Him. And
after Job intercedes for them, God turns the captivity of Job and gives him
twice as much as he had before.

“ And the Lord turned the captivity of Job, when he prayed for his
friends. also the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before.
Then camethere unto himall his brethren, and all hissisters, and all
they that had been of his acquaintance before, and did eat bread with
himin his house: and they bemoaned him, and comforted him over
all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him: every man also gave
him a piece of money, and every one an earring of gold. So the Lord
blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning: for he had
fourteen thousand sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand
yoke of oxen, and a thousand she asses. He had also seven sons and
three daughters. And he called the name of the first, Jemima; and the
name of the second, Kezia; and the name of the third, Kerenhappuch.
And in all the land were no women found so fair as the daughters of
Job: and their father gave them inheritance among their brethren.
After this lived Job an hundred and forty years, and saw his sons,
and hissons' sons, even four generations. So Job died, being old and
full of days.” Job 42:10-17.

Notice again the language of Job 42:11. Hisrelatives and friends comforted
him concerning “al the evil the LORD hed brought upon him.”

How had God brought evil upon Job? By handing him over to, and
permitting, Satan to afflict him with evil.

The history of Job is very important. It was generally believed by ancient
peoples including the Jews that every affliction by God upon an individua
(or family) was



the penalty of some wrong doing, either of the victim or of hisor her parents.
Thus the way was prepared for the Jews to reject Jesus. He who “hath borne
our griefs and carried our sorrows’ was looked upon by the Jews as
“stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted;” and they looked upon Him with
scorn and contempt. (Isaiah 53:3,4).

It was Satan, the author of sin and all its results, who had led men to look
upon disease and death as proceeding from God, as punishment arbitrarily
inflicted on account of sin. But the history of Job shows that suffering is
inflicted by Satan, and is overruled by God for purposes of mercy.

Moreover the history of Job also teaches us that God per mits Satan to bring
adversity upon true Christians in order to answer certain charges and prove
certain pointsin the great controversy between God and Satan.

God must demonstrate that His people will remain loyd to His government
in spite of al the pressure which Satan can apply.

Furthermore such adversity, permitted by God but caused by Satan, always
refines and further seals God' s people in their commitment to God and His
righteousness.



Chapter Ten
The Curse

“ Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth and they that dwell
therein are desolate: therefore the inhabitants of the earth are
burned and few men left.” Isaiah 24:6.

This text in Isaiah points forward to the ultimate end-time global results of
the curse. But in order to understand the nature of the curse we need to
study how it al started.

After Adam and Eve disobeyed God and obeyed Satan, sin entered the
human family and the world.

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:”
Romans 5:12.

Y ou can read the account of the fall of mankind in Genesis Chapter 3 in your
own Bible.

Genesis 3:14-19 describes God as the One who pronounced a cur se upon the
serpent, the woman, the man and also the earth itsalf.

“ And the Lord God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done
this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the
field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the
days of thy life: And | will put enmity between thee and the woman,
and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and thou
shalt bruise his heel. Unto the woman he said, | will greatly multiply
thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth
children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule
over thee. And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto
the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which |
commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the
ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy
life, Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou
shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat
bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken:
for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.” Genesis 3:14-19.

The language of this passage describes God as the One who, by direct decree
or direct action, inflicted the curse upon the serpent, the woman, the man and
the earth. But, by now, the reader should clearly understand how to

inter pret such language!

We have dready (see Chapter 8) studied the list of curses in Deuteronomy
28:15-68 and the mechanism by which such curses come in Deuteronomy
31:16-18.



The pain of childbirth, the curse on the ground causing it to produce thorns
and thistles, as well as al the other curses, all resulted from sin separating
our planet from God' s perfect government.

Thorns, thistles, tares and poisonous plants were never made by our loving
Creator. We can be sure of this by reading Genesis 1:31.

At the end of creation-week God pronounced everything “very good!”

Jesus also told a parable which sheds light on this matter in Matthew 13:24-
30.

“ Another parable put he forth unto them, saying, The kingdom of
heaven is likened unto a man which sowed good seed in hisfield: But
while men dept, his enemy came and sowed tares among the wheat,
and went his way. But when the blade was sprung up, and brought
forth fruit, then appeared the tares also. So the servants of the
householder came and said unto him, Sr, didst not thou sow good
seed in thy field? from whence then hath it tares? He said unto them,
An enemy hath done this. The servants said unto him, Wilt thou then
that we go and gather them up? But he said, Nay; lest while ye
gather up the tares, ye root up also the wheat with them. Let both
grow together until the harvest: and in the time of harvest | will say
to the reapers, Gather ye together first the tares, and bind themin
bundles to burn them: but gather the wheat into my barn.” Matthew
13:24-30.

It is obvious therefore that the Creator did not create a single noxious plant,
thorn, or thistle. After sin entered, poisonous plants sprang up. In the
parable of the sower the question was asked of the Master, “Didst not thou
sow good seed in thy field? How then hath it tares?” The master answered,
“An enemy hath done this.” All thorns, thistles, and poisonous plants are the
result of the perversion and degeneration caused by Satan’s government of
gn.

The curse, then, is the result of sin. When God pronounced the curse He was
simply announcing the results of transgression. Y et it was the judgement of
God, for He judged correctly that snce Adam had sold out the world to
Satan’s government, He (God) could do no more than to allow or permit
Satan’s government of sin to take over because that was man’s choice.

But Satan’s government is the curse! Only God's government can give and
maintain order, beauty, perfection and life, therefore when God handed the
world over to Satan’ s government He knew that degeneracy, disorder, decay,
evil and death would be the terrible results of Adam’s choice. When God
pronounced the curse He was smply declaring the inevitable consequences
of sin, consequences which come not from God but from that terrible
separation from Him which sin causes.



As we approach the end, the concentration or intensity of sin in the world is
rapidly and progressively increasing to the critical end point of separation.

The Spirit of God, persistently rejected, is gradualy but definitely being
withdrawn from the world. This means that the effects of the curse will
become more and more severe as we approach the end.

“This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. For
men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud,
blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, Without
natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers
of pleasures more than lovers of God; Having a form of godliness,
but denying the power thereof: from such turn away. For of this sort
are they which creep into houses, and lead captive silly women laden
with sins, led away with divers lusts, Ever learning, and never able
to come to the knowledge of the truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres
withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt
minds, reprobate concerning the faith. But they shall proceed no
further: for their folly shall be manifest unto all men, as theirs also
was.” 2 Tim. 3:1-9.

“ The land shall be utterly emptied, and utterly spoiled: for the Lord
hath spoken this word. The earth mourneth and fadeth away, the
world languisheth and fadeth away, the haughty people of the earth
do languish. The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereof;
because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance,
broken the everlasting covenant. Therefore hath the curse devoured
the earth, and they that dwell therein are desolate: therefore the
inhabitants of the earth are burned, and few men left.” 1sa 24:3-6.



Chapter Eleven
Wars|In The Old Testament

Another matter which perplexes many a thinking mind is the matter of
warfare in the Old Testament. Why did God command the Israglites in Old
Testament times to war and to kill? And if God isa God of war how do we
sguare that with the command to love our enemies?

The problem is not as difficult as it seems. All we need to do isto apply the
interpretive Biblical principles mentioned in the past ten chapters.

First of all let us go to Jesus. He is the One who declares the Father, who
reveals the truth about God.

“ For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus
Christ. No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son,
which is in the bosom of the Father, he hath declared him.” John
1:17,18.

“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath
shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of
God in the face of Jesus Christ.” 2 Cor. 4:6.

What does Jesus teach about war and fighting? We turn to two gospel
passages John 18:36 and Matthew 26:51, 52.

“ Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom
were of thisworld, then would my servants fight, that | should not be
delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence.” John
18:36

“ And, behold, one of them which were with Jesus stretched out his
hand, and drew his sword, and struck a servant of the high priest’s,
and smote off his ear. Then said Jesus unto him, Put up again thy
sword into his place: for all they that take the sword shall perish
with the sword.” Matthew 26:51, 52.

These passages of scripture clearly teach that neither fighting nor the use of
coercive weapons of destruction has any place in the kingdom of God.

Wars and fights are the result of hatred, covetousness and illicit desire. In
fact the self-centred or carnal mind is at war with God; is enmity against God
and therefore at war with its fellowman as well.

“ Then when lust hath concelved, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when
it isfinished, bringeth forth death.” James 1:15

“Ye adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship of
the world is enmity with God? whosoever therefore will be a friend
of the world isthe enemy of God.” James 4:4



“For to be carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is
life and peace... So then they that are in the flesh cannot please
God.” Romans8:6,8.

Therefore man’ s method of warfare is not God's method.

Many of the directives God gave to His ancient people were given because of
the hardness of their hearts. When they stubbornly chose a way other than
Hisway, God in His graciousness and love would give them the best advice
on how to operate in the way which they chose. Meanwhile He would be
patiently working to bring them back to His ideal way. But in most cases He
was so misunderstood that the people believed their (wrong) way to be His or
the ided way!

Let us prove this from the Bible by listening to Jesus Himsdlf, the True and
Faithful Witness.

“The Pharisees also came unto him, tempting him, and saying unto
him, Isit lawful for a man to put away hiswife for every cause? And
he answered and said unto them, Have ye not read, that he which
made them at the beginning made them male and female, And said,
For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall cleave
to hiswife: and they twain shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no
more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined together,
let not man put asunder. They say unto him, Why did Moses then
command to give a writing of divorcement, and to put her away? He
saith unto them, Moses because of the hardness of your hearts
suffered you to put away your wives: but from the beginning it was
not so. And | say unto you, Whosoever shall put away his wife,

except it be for fornication, and shall marry another, committeth

adultery: and whoso marrieth her which is put away doth commit
adultery.” Matt. 19:3-9.

Jesus explained God's way for marriage. He then explained that hard-
heartedness had led them to mistreat and put away their wives for any cause
and, because of that, God through Moses had given advice on how best the
putting away was to be done.

But “ putting-away” or divorce isnot God's way and therefore we are not to
conclude that a particular command or directive is God's way without
carefully studying the principles and circumstances involved.

So it was with polygamy and slavery. No Christian believes that either of
these was or is God's will for mankind. God's ancient people copied these
practices from the surrounding nations but God still continued to work along
with them and even to give them advice on how best to administer or manage
those particular ungodly traditions. (Read Lev. 25:39-55; Exodus 21:1-11).

We have dready established from Jesus that military warfare is not of God,
and therefore could not have been God' s will for His ancient people. We can
also prove this from the Old Testament. God delivered the Isradlites from



Egyptian bondage without their having to resort to warfare. His will for
them was a warless march to the Promised Land. In fact He did not even
want them to see war. Listen to the word of God in Exodus 13:17.

“ And it came to pass, when Pharaoh had et the people go, that God
led them not through the way of the land of the Philistines, although
that was near; for God said, Lest peradventure the people repent
when they see war, and they return to Egypt:” Exodus 13:17.

It was God's intention that just as He had delivered them from Egypt without
their having to engage in military warfare, so too, He would deliver them
from their enemies en route to the Promised Land. And this He told them in
Deuteronomy 1:30.

“The Lord your God which goeth before you, he shall fight for you,
according to all that he did for you in Egypt before your eyes;”
Deut. 1:30.

We can correctly conclude therefore that it was not God's will for them to
gain the Promised Land by warfare but by faith, which would produce strict
obedience to al His laws.

But the Isradlites departed gradually and progressively from God's way,
choosing rather the way of military warfare. They aso chose the way of civil
punishments which their surrounding nations practiced. Eventualy they
chose the monarchial system for they wanted a king like all the other nations
around them.

“Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and
came to Samuel unto Ramah, And said unto him, Behold, thou art
old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge
uslike all the nations.” 1Sam. 8:4,5.

By choosing a human king they were in fact regjecting God as their king.

“But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to
judge us. And Samuel prayed unto the Lord. And the Lord said unto
Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people in all that they say
unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me,
that | should not reign over them. According to all the works which
they have done since the day that | brought them up out of Egypt
even unto this day, wherewith they have forsaken me, and served
other gods, so do they also unto thee.” 1Sam 8:6-8.

God warned them of the results of the monarchial system.

“Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit yet protest
solemnly unto them, and shew them the manner of the king that shall
reign over them. And Samuel told all the words of the Lord unto the
peopl e that asked of hima king. And he said, Thiswill be the manner
of the king that shall reign over you: He will take your sons, and



appoint them for himself, for his chariots, and to be his horsemen;
and some shall run before his chariots. And he will appoint him
captains over thousands, and captains over fifties; and will set them
to ear his ground, and to reap his harvest, and to make his
instruments of war, and instruments of his chariots. And he will take
your daughters to be confectionaries, and to be cooks, and to be
bakers. And he will take your fields, and your vineyards, and your
oliveyards, even the best of them, and give themto his servants. And
he will take the tenth of your seed, and of your vineyards, and give to
his officers, and to his servants. And he will take your menservants,
and your maidservants, and your goodliest young men, and your
asses, and put themto hiswork. He will take the tenth of your sheep:
and ye shall be his servants. And ye shall cry out in that day because
of your king which ye shall have chosen you; and the Lord will not
hear you in that day.” 1Sam. 8:9-18.

Notwithstanding al this the Israglites stubbornly persisted in demanding that
they must have aking.

“ Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and
they said, Nay; but we will have a king over us; That we also may be
like all the nations, and that our king may judge us, and go out
before us, and fight our battles.” 1Sam. 8: 19-20.

Pay careful attention to the three reasons they gave for wanting aking.
() to be like dl the nations
(i) that the king may judge them
(i)  that the king should go out before them and fight their battles

They therefore confirmed their choice of a judicia system and a military
system like those of dl the surrounding nations.

What God did next was an amazing revelation of His gracious character.
Rather than rgecting them altogether He offered to give them the best
counsel in their worse choice.



God actualy “ selected” and anointed Isragl’ s first king!

“ And when Samuel saw Saul, the Lord said unto him, Behold the
man whom | spake to thee of! this same shall reign over my people.”
1Sam. 9:17

“Then Samuel took a vial of oil, and poured it upon his head, and
kissed him, and said, Isit not because the Lord hath anointed thee to
be captain over hisinheritance?... And Samuel said to all the people,
See ye him whom the Lord hath chosen, that there is none like him
among all the people? And all the people shouted, and said, God
savetheking.” 1Sam 10: 1, 24.

Anybody who reads 1Samuel 10:1,24 without reading 1Samuel 8 could and
most likely would conclude that it was God' s will for Israel to have aking.

But no, it was not. He was ssimply giving them the best advice and doing the
most He could do for them in the wrong course they had chosen.

In the same way since they had chosen the method of military warfare al that
God could do was to give them the best advice on how to operate within the
wrong course they had aready chosen.

In advising the Israglites about warfare God would indicate whether their
enemy had “filled up the cup of their iniquity” that is, whether they had
irreversibly cut themselves off from His righteousness.

If God had been doing it His way He would have “given up” the enemy to
reap the full consequences of their iniquity and they would rave met with
total destruction without any military intervention by the Israglites. But since
Israel had chosen their own monarchia, judicia and military systems, al that
God could do was to give them the best counsel under the prevailing
circumstances. He commanded Isragl to utterly wipe out the enemy by their
chosen military method. But just as how His command to Samuel to choose
and to anoint a king is not to be interpreted to mean that the monarchial
system is God's way, neither are we to interpret His military commands to
mean that the way of military warfareis God' s way.

Thereis an interesting account in 1Samuel 15 which is worth reading.
Why did God command Saul to kill all the Amalekites?

Israel had chosen the monarchial and military system and therefore God
could not use Hs method in their behalf, this they had rejected.

The Amalekites had passed their limit in sin; they were irreversibly set
againgt God. If God were employing His way He would have “withdrawn”
from the Amalekites and they waould have perished.

If Saul had brought back any Amalekite property to Israel he would have
brought into the Camp of Isradl that which had been separated from God and



would have put Isradl at risk of forfeiting the Divine protection. Thus the
best advice God could have given was the one He had given.

We have already seen that Jesus (in Matthew 5) explained the difference
between directives given to the people because of their stubbornness in
following the way of the world on one hand and on the other, God's idedl

will.

Here is another example.

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth
for atooth: But | say unto you, That yeresist not evil: but whosoever
shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to himthe other also.” Mait.
5:38,39.

What a wonderful God. He worked aong with His people in their wrong
ways while aways seeking to lead them to His perfect ways.



Chapter Twelve
The Language Problem

Again we start this chapter by going back to the text which holds the key to
correct interpretation of the scriptures.

“For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man
which isin him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the
Soirit of God. Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but
the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are
freely given to us of God.

Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual
things with spiritual. But the natural man receiveth not the things of
the Soirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned.” 1Cor. 2:11-14.

The natural mind cannot receive the deep eternal truths of the Divine Nature
and character.

In fact the red truth of God's character and ways, is foolishness to the natural
mind!

We need the Holy Spirit in order to understand the deep things of God. The
Spirit of God in the word of God enables the spiritually-minded searcher for
truth to arrive a truth by comparing spiritua things with spiritua. This
means allowing scripture to interpret scripture.

God's ways and thoughts are infinitely higher than our human ways and
thoughts. Moreover the Bible is written in human language which is
imperfect. Therefore we must alow God to tell us what He means when the
Bible uses certain human words to describe Hisways. God must give us the
true understanding of His word.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my
ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts.” Isaiah 55:8,9

“ And we know that the Son of God is come, and hath given us an
under standing, that we may know himthat istrue, and we arein him
that is true, even in his Son Jesus Christ. This is the true God, and
eternal life.” 1John 5:20.

There is one very critically important principle which must be understood in
order to correctly interpret statements about God' s behaviour.



Itisthis

THE BIBLE DESCRIBES GOD AS DOING THAT WHICH HE PERMITS
OR THAT WHICH HE DOES NOT PREVENT.

Let us prove this principle from the Bible. Read 1Chronicles 10: 13, 14.

“ S0 Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the
Lord, even against the word of the Lord, which he kept not, and also
for asking counsdl of one that had a familiar spirit, to enquire of it;
And enquired not of the Lord: therefore he slew him, and turned the
kingdom unto David the son of Jesse.” 1Chron. 10: 13, 14.

Verse 14 clearly states that God dew king Saul.

Now read how Saul was actudly killed in the earlier verses of the same
chapter, 1Chronicles chapter 10.

“ And the battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him, and
he was wounded of the archers. Then said Saul to his armourbearer,
Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest these
uncircumcised come and abuse me. But his armourbearer would not;
for he was sore afraid. So Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. And
when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise on
the sword, and died. So Saul died, and his three sons, and all his
house died together.” 1Chron. 10: 3-6.

King Saul had turned away from God very early in his career as king. He
had stubbornly rebelled against the command of God concerning the war
with the Amalekites. Listen to what Samuel had told him in 1 Samuel 15:
23.

“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as
iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of the
Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king.” 1Sam. 15:23.

Saul having separated himsalf from God by his own iniquity, went to war
without God's protection. God “gave him up” and “per mitted’ his enemies
to kill him.

Bible language says, “God slew him”, but that means he was separated from
God's protection and God could have done nothing to help him. What God
permitted, He is described as doing.

Let us now consider another example.

“ And again the anger of the Lord was kindled against Israel, and he
moved David against them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah.” 2
Sam. 24:1.

Here again the text plainly states that God moved (or tempted) David to
number Isragl and Judah.



But to number Isragl was to commit sin because God had previoudy
commanded that such was not to be done. In fact David's conscience
pricked him after he had numbered Isradl.

“And David's heart smote him after that he had numbered the
people. And David said unto the Lord, | have sinned greatly in that |
have done: and now, | beseech thee, O Lord, take away theiniquity
of thy servant; for | have done very foolishly.” 2Sam. 24:10.

How could God have moved David to commit sin when, according to James
1:13, God does not tempt or move anyone to sin?

“Let no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of God: for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:” James
1:13.

Obvioudly what 2 Samuel 24:1 isreally saying is that God per mitted David
to be moved or tempted by Satan. God has given us all freedom of choice,
we can choose to give in to sinful desires or we can choose to resist such
desires by God' s enabling grace.

This interpretation of 2Samuel 24:1 is confirmed in 1Chronicles 21:1 which
describes exactly the same event but informs us that it was Satan who moved
David to sin by numbering Isragl!

“ And Satan stood up against Israel, and provoked David to number
Israel.” 1Chron. 21:1.

For example number 3 we turn to Isaiah 45:7 and Amos 3:6.

“| formthe light, and create darkness: | make peace, and create evil:
| the Lord do all these things.” Isaiah 45:7

“ Shall a trumpet be blown in the city, and the people not be afraid?
shall there be evil in a city, and the Lord hath not done it?” Amos
36

These passages declare that God creates evil, that God does evil. But what
is the correct interpretation and understanding of such statements?

First of all let us prove that God is never the source of evil that He never
does evil.

“ Thou are of purer eyes than to behold evil, and canst not ook on
iniquity: wherefore lookest thou upon them that deal treacheroudly,
and holdest thy tongue when the wicked devoureth the man that is
mor e righteous than he?” Hab. 1:13.

“The Lord isrighteous in all his ways, and holy in all his works.”
Psam 145:17



“He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the
beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he
might destroythe works of the devil. Whosoever is born of God doth
not commit sin; for his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin,

because he is born of God. In this the children of God are manifest,
and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is
not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother.” 1John 3:8-10

“Let no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of God: for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every
man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath concelved, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it
is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren.
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.” James 1:13-17

These passages of scripture teach, incontrovertibly, that God is never the
cause nor the source of evil.

Therefore when passages like Isaiah 45:7 and Amos 3.6 state that God
creates evil or does evil, the only correct interpretation must be that God
allows or permits evil.

Satan’s government of sin is the source and cause of dl evil. God is the
Source of al good.

Thisis further confirmed by Job. 2:10.

“But he said unto her, Thou speakest as one of the foolish women
speaketh. What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall
we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin with his lips.” Job
2:10.

How did Job receive evil at the hand of God? He received evil at the hand of
God when God permitted Satan to strike him with evil.

Darkness is symbolic of sin and all its evil consequences. Light is symbolic
of righteousness and al its results of good. Listen again to the message
which Jesus brought to earth about His Father.

“This then is the message which we have heard of him, and declare
unto you, that God is light, and in himis no darkness at all.” 1John
15

This brings us to another critically important principle of correct
interpretation of statements concerning God's behaviour. It isthis:

WHENEVER ANY PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE DESCRIBES GOD AS
CAUSING OR DOING EVIL, IT MUST BE INTERPRETED TO MEAN



THAT HE PERMITSOR ALLOWS THE EVIL TO BE DONE BY THE
AGENCIES OF SATAN AND SIN.

God does not do evil, in fact He cannot do evil.

“ Let love be without dissimulation. Abhor that which is evil; cleave
to that which is good... Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil
withgood.” Romans 12:9 & 21

“ But unto the Son he saith, Thy throne, O God, isfor ever and ever:
a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of thy kingdom. Thou hast
loved righteousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy
God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows.”
Hebrews 1:8, 9.

There are many recorded cases of punishments inflicted upon Isragl in the
Old Testament. These punishments are often described as being inflicted by
God's direct decree or direct action. The prablem is that most people go no
deeper than the apparent meaning of the words and therefore believe that
God rather than sin, was the source or cause of the calamities and
destructions which befell ancient Israel. In fact the Israglites were but
reaping the conseguences of their own sins when God withdrew from them
and permitted the forces of evil to strike them.

“Islsrael a servant? is he a homeborn slave? why is he spoiled? The
young lions roared upon him, and yelled, and they made his land
waste: his cities are burned without inhabitant. Also the children of
Noph and Tahapanes have broken the crown of thy head. Hast thou
not procured this unto thyself, in that thou hast forsaken the Lord thy
God, when he led thee by the way? And now what hast thou to do in
the way of Egypt, to drink the waters of Shor? or what hast thou to
do in the way of Assyria, to drink the waters of the river? Thine own
wickedness shall correct thee, and thy backdlidings shall reprove
thee: know therefore and see that it is an evil thing and bitter, that
thou hast forsaken the Lord thy God, and that my fear is not in
thee, saith the Lord God of hosts.” Jer. 2:14-19

“Thy way and thy doings have procured these things unto thee; this
is thy wickedness, becauseit is bitter, because it reacheth unto thine
heart.” Jer. 4:18

We can be sure of this because even before the punishments were inflicted on
the Israelites God forewarned them.



In Deuteronomy 28:15-28, Moses had given them a list of the punishments
which would befall them if they persisted in disobedience. The language is
the typical punitive language where God is described as saying

“I will destroy thee, ....

“I will smite thee....

“I will send enemies....

“I will send pestilence... etc.
But the correct way to interpret al these statements is given in Deuteronomy
31:16-18.

“ And the Lord said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt deep with thy
fathers; and this people will rise up, and go a whoring after the gods
of the strangers of the land, whither they go to be among them, and
will forsake me, and break my covenant which | have made with
them. Then my anger shall be kindled against themin that day, and |
will forsake them, and | will hide my face from them, and they shall
be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that
they will say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, because
our God isnot among us? And | will surely hide my face in that day
for all the evils which they shall have wrought, in that they are
turned unto other gods.” Deut. 31:16-18.

ALL THEIR PUNISHMENTS, EVERY SINGLE ONE, RESULTED
WHEN GOD WITHDREW FROM THEM BECAUSE THEY REJECTED
HIM, HISLOVE, HISTRUTH AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS.

And since this is true in their case it must be true in all other instances of
punishments anywhere, anytime, anyhow, because God cannot change and
the principles of His dealing with men and sin are consistent and constant.

“For | amthe Lord, | change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed.” Madachi 3.6

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.” James 1:17.

The argument so often put forward, that withdrawal is but one method and
there are other methods is utterly false because every description of God
inflicting punishment because of sin has the same mechanism of withdrawal
by God. For anyone to read any statement about God causing evil or doing
evil or destroying or smiting or sending disaster, and interpret it as a direct
act of God, is to completely reject the correct principles of interpretation
which have been so clearly laid down in the word of God.

We can now look at some other examples which will further confirm that our
principles of linguistic interpretation are absolutely correct.

FURTHER EXAMPLES



Example Number 4

“And the Lord said, Who shall persuade Ahab, that he may go up
and fall at Ramothgilead? And one said on this manner, and another
said on that manner. And there came forth a spirit, and stood before
the Lord, and said, | willpersuade him. And the Lord said unto him,
Wherewith? And he said, | will go forth, and | will bea lying spiritin
the mouth of all his prophets. And he said, Thou shalt persuade him,
and prevail also: go forth, and do so. Now therefore, behold, the
Lord hath put a lying spirit in the mouth of all these thy prophets,
and the Lord hath spoken evil concerning thee.” 1Kings 22:20-23

Verse 23 states that the Lord put a lying spirit in the mouth of the false
prophets. But God cannot lie.

“ That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God
to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge
to lay hold upon the hope set before us.” Hebrews 6:18.

“1n hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before
theworld began;” Titus 1.2.

Therefore there must be a correct way of understanding 1Kings 22:23.

The prophets and the king chose to reject God' s true warnings and to accept
a message of false security. Since God permits freedom of choice, Bible
language describes Him as doing what He permits. In redlity God did not
cause alie to be told, rather He gave them up to believe the lies they wanted
to hear.

Similarly in 2Thess 2:11 it is written that “... God shall send them strong
delusion that they should believe alie” But God is not in the business of
decelving people or causing them to believe lies. In fact what happens is
this, as men regject the truths of His word, God withdraws His Spirit and
leaves them to the deceptions which they love.

“ Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all
power and signs and lying wonders, And with all deceivableness of
unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the
love of the truth, that they might be saved. And for this cause God
shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: That
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had
pleasurein unrighteousness.” 2Thess. 2: 9-12.

Example Number 5 - Who hardens hearts?

“And the Lord said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into
Egypt, see that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which |
have put in thine hand: but | will harden his heart, that he shall not
let the people go.” Exodus 4:21.



“For it was of the Lord to harden their hearts, that they should come
against Israd in battle, that he might destroy them utterly, and that
they might have no favour, but that he might destroy them, as the
Lord commanded Moses.” Joshua 11:20.

These passages state that God hardened the heart of Pharaoh and the hearts of
Israel’ senemies.

Bible language describes God as doing what He permits. People have the
freedom of choice to respond positively to God in voluntary submission to
His will or to respond negatively by rejecting His will and resisting His
Spirit.

In other words people harden their own hearts by resisting God’s Spirit
and regjecting His love, His truth and His righteousness. God does not
harden any person’s heart.

“But when Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his
heart, and hearkened not unto them; as the Lord had said... And
Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, neither would he let
the people go.” Exodus 8:15, 32

“ Wher efore as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear hisvoice,
Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of
temptation in the wilderness.” Hebrews 3:7,8.

The Spirit of God persistently rejected is at last withdrawn leaving the soul
unimpressionable by truth and fixed in error.

Example Number 6

“ And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the
people; and much people of Israel died.” Numbers 21:6.

Here again notice the language. It says*“ God sent fiery serpents....” We said
earlier how God sends strong delusion. He sends strong delusion by
withdrawing His Spirit from those whose minds are fixed against His truth.

Similarly the statement “God sent fiery serpents’ means God withdrew His
protection and the fiery serpents attacked them because their sin of persistent
murmuring and unbelief had separated them partially from God' s protection.

Example Number 7

“ Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, and against the man that is
my fellow, saith the Lord of hosts: smite the shepherd, and the sheep
shall be scattered: and | will turn mine hand upon the little ones.”
Zechariah 13:7

“ And Jesus saith unto them, All ye shall be offended because of me
this night: for it is written, | will smite the shepherd, and the sheep
shall be scattered.” Mark 14:27



These passages state that Christ was struck and smitten by His Father. In
actuality our sins, the sins of the entire world separated Him from His Father.
His Father spared Him not but deliver ed Him up to the consequences of sin
for us.

This was the mechanism of Christ’s death.

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we
might be made the righteousness of God in him.” 2Cor. 5:21.

“ And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli,
Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast
thou forsaken me?” Matthew 27: 46.

Example Number 8

“ And Samuel came no more to see Saul until the day of his death:
nevertheless Samuel mourned for Saul: and the Lord repented that
He had made Saul king over Israel.” 1Sam. 15:35

This text states that God repented that He had made Saul king over Isradl.
Similarly in Genesis 6:6 we are told that:

“1t repented the Lord that He had made man on the earth, and it
grieved Himat Hisheart.” Gen. 6:6.

But we are told € sewhere that:

“God is not a man, that He should lie; neither the Son of man, that
he should repent: hath He said, and shall he not do it? Or hath He
spoken and shall He not make good?” Numbers 23:19.

Here again we are faced with the language problem, an apparent
contradiction in scripture.

Since God knows the end from the beginning, since He foreknew dl that
would ever happen, He is never caught by surprise, He never does anything
and then regrets doing it!

God, in His infinite love for all of us, wishes that we make a success of our
most important work in life, the work of character building.

When any person follows a path of wickedness it hurts God's heart of love
and the language which says “God repented that he anointed Saul as King
over lsrad” redly means that God was deeply hurt by the course of
disobedience which Saul followed. HE was smilarly very hurt by the
wicked life styles of the antediluvians, in fact Genesis 6:6 explains itself
when it states that:

“It repented the Lord that He had made man on the earth, and it
grieved Himat His heart.” Gen. 6:6.



Example Number 9

“For | will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite
all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and
against all the gods of Egypt | will execute judgment: | am the Lord.
And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye
are: and when | see the blood, | will pass over you and the plague
shall not be upon you to destroy you, when | smite the land of
Egypt.” Exodus 12:12,13

Notice the language here again but also notice the explanation in verse 23.

“ For the Lord will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he
seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the Lord
will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to comein
unto your housesto smiteyou.” Exodusl2:23.

God's protection prevented destruction, when the people were separated
from that protection the destroyer smote the first born. Why was the first
born more susceptible?

The Egyptians dedicated their first born to their gods.
Example Number 10 - The Case of Korah

The account of the divine judgement which befell Korah is written down in
Numbers 16:28-35.

The Apostle Paul givesalist of the divine judgments, which occurred on the
long journey toward the Promised Land. No oneisleft out. Hereitis.

“ Do not become idolaters as were some of them (Exodus 32). Nor

let us commit sexual immorality, as some of themdid, and in one day
twenty -three thousand fell (Numbers 25:1-9); nor let ustempt Christ,

as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents
(Numbers 2:6-9); nor murmur, as some of them also murmured, and
were destroyed by the destroyer.”

And we know who heis.
The destroyer is Satan and his government of sin (John 10:10; Job. 1:12).

The last entry of complainers, destroyed by the destroyer, includes the quail
eaters (Exodus 16; Numbers 11), the Kadesh-Barnea rebels (Numbers 13,14;
Deuteronomy 1:19-46; 2:14-16); and Korah, Dathan and Abiram (Numbers
16, 17).

We close this chapter by restating the two fundamental principles of biblical
linguistic interpretation concerning passages which describe God' s actions or
behaviour.



Principle One:

THE BIBLE DESCRIBES GOD AS DOING WHAT HE ALLOWS OR
PERMITSOR WHAT HE DOESNOT PREVENT.

Principle Two:

WHENEVER ANY PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE DESCRIBES GOD AS
CAUSING, DOING, OR SENDING EVIL OR CALAMITY, IT MUST BE
INTERPRETED TO MEAN THAT HE ALLOWS OR PERMITS THE
EVIL BY WITHDRAWING HISPROTECTION AND RESTRAINT.




Chapter Thirteen
God Protects

It was Election Day in the Garden of Eden. The instructions were clear.
Adam, as the Representative Man for al humanity, had freedom of choice.
If he obeyed God he would be choosing God’s government to continue its
perfect maintenance of a perfect world. On the other hand if he disobeyed
God he would be regecting God's government and choosing Satan's
government of sin to take over the running of affairs on our planet.

God had made a perfect world. Adam and Eve were perfect in structure and
function and innocent in character. (Read Genesis chapters 1-3)

Satan planned his campaign strategy with masterful cunning and well
caculated deception. He would approach Adam through Eve, after
approaching her through what was then, the most beautiful of creatures, the
serpent.

The word of God was clear and unequivocal. “Thou shalt not eat of the fruit
of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, disobedience will result in
death.”

Satan told his first lie on earth when he told Eve “you will not die if you
disobey God.” Gen. 3.4,5.

Eve disobeyed God and then Satan used her to get to Adam’s mind. Adam
a so disobeyed.

Adam’s disobedience sold out our world to Satan’s government of sin and
separated our world from the perfect maintenance which only God's
government can give.

Paul summarises these facts in one succinct statement in Romans 5:12.

“Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by
sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:”
Romans 5:12.

The wonderful powers of creation, the wonderful mechanisms and systems of
nature, the geophysical and biological powers which had all been created
perfectly were now separated from God' s perfect government.

These created powers and systems became spoilt, deranged and disordered.
THEY BECAME PERVERTED and inherently self-destructive, and as time
passed their malfunction became more heavily felt by man and beast and
planet.

But God and His Son were not caught off guard by the entrance of sin into
our world. The Plan of Redemption, devised from al eternity past, was
immediately put into operation. The Son of God became the surety for the



lost race and God immediately put into effect His protective and remedia
government of grace to hold in check the sin-spoilt powers of biology,
physics, chemistry and geography on our planet and also on its relevant and
necessary surroundings in outer space.

The Spirit of God, working through the angels of God, holds in check and
restrains the perverted powers of afallen creation of our planet. If God were
to let go or withdraw this restraint the perverted powers of nature would
malfunction so severely that it would be impossible for human life to survive
on earth.

“It is of the Lord ‘s mercies that we are not consumed, because his
compassions fail not. They are new every morning: great is thy
faithfulness.” Lam. 3:22,23

“ The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: |
am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more
abundantly.” John 10:10

“Let no man say when he is tempted, | am tempted of God: for God
cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: But every
man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it
is finished, bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren.
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh
down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness,
neither shadow of turning.” James 1:13-17

The function of the angels to hold in check the forces of evil is described in
Reveation 7:1.

“And after these things | saw four angels standing on the four
corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the
wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree.”
Rev. 7:1.

In Jeremiah 25:32 we are told that the “winds of the earth” symbolize the

forces of evil and we are aso given a description of what happens when
these “winds’ or forces of evil arelet go.

“ A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the Lord hath a
controver sy with the nations, he will plead with all flesh; hewill give
them that are wicked to the sword, saith the Lord. Thus saith the
Lord of hosts, Behold, evil shall go forth from nation to nation, and a
great whirlwind shall be raised up from the coasts of the earth. And
the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth
even unto the other end of the earth: they shall not be lamented,
neither gathered, nor buried; they shall be dung upon the ground.”

Jeremiah 25:31-33.



We must always remember that destruction never comes because of any
change in God, it is the result of people forsaking God and therefore
regecting His protection.

“For | amthe Lord, | change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not
consumed.” Mdachi 3:6

“ And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded: And he
went out to meet Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all
Judah and Benjamin; The Lord is with you, while ye be with him;
and if ye seek him, he will be found of you; but if ye forsake him, he
will forsake you.” 2Chron. 15: 1,2

“O Lord, the hope of Isradl, all that forsake thee shall be ashamed,
and they that depart from me shall be written in the earth, because
they have forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters.” Jeremiah
17:13

“Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened, that it cannot save;
neither his ear heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have
separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his
face fromyou, that hewill not hear.” Isaiah 59:1,2.

We have aready studied the story of Job. We saw that Satan knows that God
gracioudy supplies a hedge of protection.

“Then Satan answered the Lord, and said, Doth Job fear God for
nought? Hast not thou made an hedge about him, and about his
house, and about all that he hath on every side? thou hast blessed
the work of his hands, and his substance is increased in the land.”
Job 1:9,10.

When the hedge was withdrawn the “winds” of strife, which were kept under
restraint, not only collapsed into malfunction but were further manipulated
by Satan into “whirlwinds” of destruction.

God is the Protector. Satan, with his government of sin, is the destroyer. It
isonly by the mercies of God that we are able to survive at al.

While it is true that the whole world enjoys general protection (Revelation
7:1) we must adso understand that those who beieve in God and are
surrendered to His will through faith in Jesus Christ enjoy specia protection
like Job did.

“ The angel of the Lord encampeth round about them that fear him,
and delivereth them.” Psalm 34:7.

“Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever. My God hath
sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not
hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and
also before thee, O king, have | done no hurt.” Danidl 6:21, 22.



When Chrigtians understand these important truths and give praise to God
with thanksgiving, they actualy alow the Holy Spirit to tighten the
protective hedge about them and thereby render Satan’s attacks ineffective!
(For private study read all of 2 Chronicles chapter 20 notice verses 21, 22).

We can also look again at Deuteronomy chapter 28, the chapter of blessings
and curses. When God's protective hedge was tightened around Israel the
forces of nature were kept in functional order, but when they forsook God
and forfeited His protection the forces of nature malfunctioned with severely
disastrous consequences upon their shelterless heads.

All of this teaches us how malignant sin is and why God, through the plan of
savation in Jesus Christ, has given to us everything we need to be
completely cleansed of al sin and be totaly filled with His righteousness.

Complete victory over sin is an absolute necessity and is guaranteed in Jesus
Christ. Remember that sin is spiritual cancer and whatever defects we do not
overcome will overcome us and work out our utter ruin in the end.

Making Up The Hedge

Genuine bornagain believers have a very important and critical work to do
in maintaining the functional integrity of the PROTECTIVE HEDGE.

“And | sought for a man among them, that should make up the
hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that | should not
destroy it: but | found none. Therefore have | poured out mine
indignation upon them; | have consumed them with the fire of my
wrath: their own way have | recompensed upon their heads, saith the
Lord God.” Ezekid 22:30-31.

By pesistent, insistent, consistent, heart-felt, earnest, intercessory
conversational prayer, the people of God will move the Arm of Omnipotence
to strengthen the angelic hedge of protection and to intensify the work of the
Holy Spirit in the saving of souls.

When we understand how wonderfully good God is, when we understand the
truth about His lovely character, our prayers will take the form of a
conversation with Him and His Son. In fact when we know God aright, asis
our privilege, our trust in Him, our love for Him and our prayer-lives will all
be deepened and enriched. Our prayers will be prayers of strong faith which
will bring definite and certain answer to our petitions.

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways, then will 1 hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and
will heal their land.” 2Chron. 7:14.

“1sany among you afflicted? let him pray. Isany merry? let himsing
psalms. Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the
church; and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the
name of the Lord: And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the



Lord shall raise himup; and if he have committed sins, they shall be
forgiven him. Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much.” James 5:13-16.

“ Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for thisis the will
of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.” 1Thess. 5:17, 18.



Chapter Fourteen
Not By Might Or By Power

Because we live in this sinful world we have become so well educated in the
ways of Satan’s government, and to such an extent, that it is very difficult for
us to understand that there are other ways, indeed better ways of doing
things.

We have grown al too accustomed to the routine of sinful living in a sinful
world where the use of force is commonplace. In order to overcome
criminas and evil men the law-enforcing agencies must use superior force
and fighting power to crush out the criminal element. Sinful man has no
other way.

God has even given to our sinful world the good advice, in fact the best
advice, on how to ded with the unruly.

“ Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For thereis no
power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.
Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of
God: and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. For
rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then
not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt
have praise of the same: For he is the minister of God to thee for
good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not
the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs be
subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience sake. For for this
cause pay Ye tribute also: for they are God's ministers, attending
continually upon this very thing. Render therefore to all their dues:
tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to
whom fear; honour to whom honour.” Romans 13:1-7.

You will remember that God appointed Isragl a king when they chose to be
like dl the other nations.

Similarly God has permitted and appointed the judicia system, magistrates
and judges and the court system to alow those accused to be given afair tria
and, if found guilty, to be given the appropriate punishment. He permitted
ancient lsragl to use the death penalty for severe civil or criminal offences.

In a sinful world where the vast mgjority care nothing for God's ways there
must be a method of dealing with those whose behaviour threaten the
stability, order and livelihood of society. That method is the civil-criminal-
justice system with the judiciary and fair court trials which make decisions
and execute just punishments based on the rule of law and the equality of all
men before the law.



But al of thisis still the way of the world. It isthe best of al the systems of
worldly justice, but it is still the way of the world.

What is God' s perfect way for dealing with His enemies?
Does God use force to put down rebellion?

Does God crush His enemies, killing them by violent, coercive destructive
force?

Is God the executioner of Sinners?

Will God overcome Satan’s government of sin by the power of might or by
the power of right?

These are questions, which must be answered honestly and truthfully.
Let us, in fact, begin with Zechariah 4:6.

“Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of
the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but
by my spirit, saith the Lord of hosts.” Zechariah 4:6.

However massive the problem, God solves it not by might nor by power but
by His Spirit.

God islove. Hisnature, Hislaw islove. The very essence of God's Spirit is
Agapé love, whichis an all-for-the-other love.

“He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love.” 1John 4:8,
16.

“ Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore love is the fulfilling
of thelaw.” Romans 13:10.

The principle of unselfish, self-sacrificing ever-giving love is the foundation
of God's Government. It isa principle from which God never varies even to
the dightest degree. It isa principle from whi